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e Number-marking partitions count Ns into five noun-classes (cf. Voorhoeve 1968).
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CL | SG CL | PL
1 | m-én J-am ‘my child’ | 6 | b-tin tf-dm ‘my children’
CL1-child | cL1-1pPoss CL6-child CL6-1POSS
J-shum | J-am ‘my son’ shum-shum | tf-dm ‘my sons’
CL1-son CL1-1pPosSS CL6a-son CL6-1POSS
J-By J-am ‘my dog’ O-Bg tf-dm ‘my dogs’
cLl-dog | cL1-1POSS CL6-dog CL6-1POSS
3 | J-bhi B-dm ‘my hand’ | 4 | m-bhii m-dm ‘my hands’
cL3-hand | cL3-1POSS CL4-hand CL4-1POSS
5 | J-so s-dm ‘my tooth’ n-so m-dm ‘my teeth’
CL5-tooth | CL5-1POSS CL4-tooth CL4-1POSS
TABLE 1: NUMBER ON COUNT NOUNS
2. NUMBER-MARKING ON MASS NOUNS
* Non-count Ns are inherently singular (c3, ¢5), or inherently plural (c6,c4).
CL | sg cL | pl
1 D-ndzar-thu J-am ‘my brain’ 6 O-kdku tf-dm ‘my luggage’
cll-marrow-head | cl1-1poss | (lit. marrow of head) cl6-luggage | cl6-1poss
3 | D-zéo-nu D-dm ‘my intelligence’
cl3-know-thing cl3-1poss , .
4 mvet. fm-am ‘my oil’
— - cl4.oil cl4-1poss
5 -l s-dm ‘my blood”
cl5-blood cl5-1poss

TABLE 2: NUMBER ON NON-COUNT (ABSTRACT & MASS) NOUNS
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2.1 Pluralizing inherently plural mass nouns
e Inherently plural mass Ns are pluralized with associative plural ba (cf. Keupdjio 2015).

CL | SG CL | A.PL+PL
ba O-kdku tf-dm \ . ,

L= =] =% |an cL6-luggage | cL6-1poss | | PIECes of luggage

3 | —|—1|— ba mvét m-dm . . .

5 | —|—|— g A.PL CL4.0il cL4-1poss | ™Y kinds of oil

TABLE 3: PLURALIZATION OF INHERENTLY PLURAL MASS NOUNS

2.2 Pluralizing inherently singular mass nouns
e Inherently singular mass Ns are pluralized with regular plural-marking (c6, c4).

Number in Bamileke Medumba

CL | SG CL | PL
J-ndzar-t'ii Z-am ‘my brain’ #O)-ndz3s2-thi tf-Gm -

1| cL1-marrow-head | cii1-1poss (lit. marrow of head) 6 | cL6-marrow-head | cL6-1poss | [my brains]

3 J-z39-nu J-dm my intelligence’ #n-z32-nu m-dm [my types of intell]
cL3-know-thing cL3-1poss | T MeHEen CL4-know-thing cL4-1poss | 1Y VP fntet

4

Ol s-dm . , Yon-die m-dam |, :

J CL5-blood CL5-1posSS my blood CL4-blood CL4-1POSS my types of blood

TABLE 4: PLURALIZATION OF INHERENTLY SINGULAR NON-COUNT NOUNS



3. APPLYING THE TESTS
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| TEST

| (i) COUNT N

| (ii) MASS N: PL

(iii) MASS N: SG

¢ INDEFINITE QUANTIFIER

1 | ta?per N

vJta? m-én-tsin

Xta? mvét

Ata? O-li

=‘aN’ IND C1-person-real IND C4.0il IND C5-blood
‘a person’
* SPLIT QUANTIFIERS: ‘each’ and ‘all’
(a) FOC WH NgG QU vmba j-it  m-én-tsin lo AXmba  j-it mvét 1o vmba j-it D-ln lo
= ‘each N’ even SG-WH Cl-person-real QU even SG-WH  c4.0il QU even SG-WH C5-blood QU
‘each person’ ‘each type of blood’
(b) every Np, all v'nd333y b-un-tsin fé vnd333y mvét  fé
=‘all N’ every C6-person-real all every C4.oil all
‘all (the) people’ ‘all (the) oil’
vnd333y n-di fé vnd3y -l fé
every C4-blood all every  C5-blood all
‘all (the) blood’ ‘all (the) blood’
* PRE-NOMINAL QUANTIFIERS: ‘few, litle, a lot of’ (left-adjoined to DP?)
3 | (a.i) few ind’1 pl-N vbii ndoo b-un-tsin Abu ndoo mvét Abii ndoo O-ln

= ‘few N’

few individual c6-person-real
‘(the) few people’

few individual c4.0il

few individual c5-blood

(a.il) DEG-little N Atsiit-tsit  b-én-tsin V' mu-tsiit myét /ma-tsiit D-Ii
= ‘little N’ DEG-little C6-person-real DEG-little  c4.oil DEG-little ¢5-blood
‘(the) little oil’ ‘(the) little blood’
(b) a.ot.of N v/bhwiiy b-an vbhwisy mvét vbhwisy -l
= ‘alot of N’ alotof c6-person alot.of c4.o0il alot.of C5-blood
‘alot of people’ ‘alot of oil’ ‘alot of blood’
* POST-NOMINAL QUANTIFIERS: numerals and ‘many’ (LK = link; right-adjoined to NP?)
4| (a) N LK NUM v b-un-tsin tfu? baa X mvét tfu? baa X D-ly  tfu? bda

C6-person-real LK two
‘(the) two people’

c4.0il LK two

Cc5-blood LK two

= ‘many/much N’

C6-person-real LK DEG-many
‘so many people’

C4.0il LK DEG-many
= ‘so much oil’
= ‘so many types of oil’

(b) CLASS N LK NUM V153 b-un-tsin tfu? bda vbén mvét yfu? bda vbhi? -l tfi? bda
group C6-person-real LK two tin c4.oil LK two pack C5-blood LK two
‘(the) two groups of people’ ‘(the) two tins of oil’ ‘(the) two packs of blood’
(©) N LK many v/ b-ém-tsin tfi? md-ydms v mvéttfu? md-ydms v -l ofi? md-ydmd

C5-blood LK DEG-many
= ‘so much blood’
= ‘so many types of blood’
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4. FINDINGS
Tests for count/mass contrasts (adapted from Kulkarni et al. 2013) indicate that:

1. Singular indefinite td7 selects for count Ns.

2. Universal quantifiers select for number
(a) ‘each’ compatible with (count &mass) singular Ns
(b) ‘all’ compatible with (count & mass) plural Ns
3. Prenominal quantifiers
(a) count/mass contrast with ‘few/little’
(i) ‘few’ combines with plural count Ns
(ii) ‘little’ combines with inherently plural and singular mass Ns
(b) no count/mass contrast with ‘a lot of

4. Post-nominal quantifiers
(a) bare numeral compatible only with count N
(b) numeral with classifier compatible with count or mass Ns
(c) ‘many’ insensitive to count/mass contrast

Conclusion 1
Tests 1, 3a & 4a-b confirm that there is a count/mass contrast in Medumba.

Conclusion 2

Medumba mass Ns partition into two classes according to whether they are inherently plural or inherently singular. Test 2 (with the universal
quantifiers ‘each’ and ‘all’) confirms that this is an authentic number contrast: ‘each’ selects for morphological singular (count and mass) Ns; ‘all’ selects
for morphologically plural (count and mass Ns). (Residue: some speakers also allow ‘all’ to combine with a singular mass N.)

Open questions:

1. What is the significance of number-marking on mass Ns relative to semantic theories concerning the denotation of mass Ns?
2. What is the significance of number-marking on mass Ns relative to syntactic theories of number marking (cf. Borer 2005)?
3. Why is the associative plural ba recruited to pluralize inherently plural mass Ns?

4. What is the syntax (and compositional semantics) of complex quantificational expressions in Medumba?
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