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Democracies are characteristically metastable 
systems. Different ideologies, views, perspectives co-
exist as possible chaotic attractors, but the system 
itself does not collapse to any single attractor. The 
requirements for democracies to maintain them in 
metastability is significantly high.

Large, complex 
issues in the global 
environment 
contribute to general 
political 
destabilisation and 
social unrest on the 
local level. These 
augment the 
influence of all other 
available chaotic 
attractors which, in 
return, also feed back 
to destabilisation 
and unrest.

The immigrant crisis functions as such a destabilizing factor. The present instability poses a challenge 
for democractic political systems to (a) either develop new metastable structures that can accommodate 
the demands of the changing demographic makeup while keeping its inclusive outlook, or (b) to collapse 
to more stable but less democratic participation and decision-making structures.

Political affiliations 
in the ongoing 
conflicts and the 
heavy insistence on 
political correctness 
also prevent open, 
non-discriminative 
but critical 
discussion about 
contested key 
topics, e.g. religious 
and political 
radicalism in the 
Middle East, 
authoritarian rule 
etc. This creates an 
openings for radical 
far right ideologies 
– and often free 
publicity.
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