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Abstract	
	
How	to	conceptualize	an	ethnography	or	ethnographic	history	that	covers	a	
forty	year	period?	I	draw	on	the	concept	of	the	horizon	as	developed	by	
Hans-Georg	Gadamer	in	order	to	try	to	capture	a	sense	of	history	as	it	
happens	or	unfolds.	I	illustrate	by	means	of	the	changing	performances	of	
weddings	in	Mayotte,	themselves	among	the	most	salient	of	local	
activities.	
	


