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kapetʃa ka-petʃa 12-hare ‘hare’ (Kisi)

fikapetʃa fi-ka-petʃa 8-12-hare ‘hares’ (Kisi)

ᵐbɪlɪ mu-ʋɪlɪ 3-body ‘body’ (Manda)

kaᵐbɪlɪ ka-mu-ʋɪlɪ 12-3-body ‘little body’ (Manda)

kapetʃa ka-petʃa 12-hare ‘hare’ (Kisi)

ᵐbɪlɪ mu-ʋɪlɪ 3-body ‘body’ (Manda)



Added prefix

Base prefix

kaᵐbɪlɪ ‘little body’ (Manda)

Base stem

ka-mu-ʋɪlɪ



1. Idiosyncratic re-affiliation of noun class and 
lexicalisation of the base prefix

2. Augmentative and diminutive formation
3. Non-standard singular and plural formation
4. Person marking
5. Marking exclusivity/emphasis (Kisi only)
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1. Idiosyncratic re-affiliation of noun class and 
lexicalisation of the base prefix

2. Augmentative and diminutive formation
3. Non-standard singular and plural formation

4. Person marking
5. Marking exclusivity/emphasis (Kisi only)

Re-affiliation of noun class

No re-affiliation of noun class



•The added prefix is (nearly always) obligatory 
for the noun to be well-formed and have the 
intended referent.

•The added prefix is from the nominal series of 
prefixes.

•Only nouns belonging to certain classes may be 
re-assigned to another class by these types of 
additive prefixing.



1. Idiosyncratic re-affiliation of noun class and 
lexicalisation of the base prefix

2. Augmentative and diminutive formation
3. Non-standard singular and plural formation

Re-affiliation of noun class



Word Gloss Origin Cognate stem Gloss Source
1 liᵑɡaka pangolin Kisi, 

Manda
*kákà pangolin Proto-

Bantu
2 kiⁿdʊᵑɡa basket Kisi *tʊŋ̀ɡá basket Proto-

Bantu
3 liⁿdafi leaf Manda 

(Lituhi)
lutafi leaf Manda

(Nsungu)
4 lilʷifu chameleon Manda lʷifu chameleon Ngoni
5 kiⁿdaᵐba peace Kisi kulaᵐba to placate Kisi
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Word Gloss Origin Cognate stem Gloss Source
1 liᵑɡaka pangolin Kisi, 

Manda
*kákà pangolin Proto-

Bantu
2 kiⁿdʊᵑɡa basket Kisi *tʊŋ̀ɡá basket Proto-

Bantu
3 liⁿdafi leaf Manda 

(Lituhi)
lutafi leaf Manda

(Nsungu)
4 lilʷifu chameleon Manda lʷifu chameleon Ngoni
5 kiⁿdaᵐba peace Kisi kulaᵐba to placate Kisi



Additive prefix

KISI
(22 nouns)

MANDA
(46 nouns)

Class 5
/li-/ Class 5

/li-/

Class 7
/ki-/

Class 7
/ki-/

Class 12
/ka-/

Class 14
/βu-/

Class 11
/lu-/



Base prefix

Class 3 
/mu-/

Class 3 /mu-/ or 
class 9 /N-/

Class 3 
/mu-/

Class 3 /mu-/ or 
class 9 /N-/

Class 11
/lu-/

Class 11
/lu-/

KISI
(22 nouns)

MANDA
(46 nouns)



Theories for why nouns underwent re-affiliation

1. Re-assignment to a class with a canonical CV-shaped prefix

(Manda) liᵐbelele li-ᵐbelele ‘sheep’ 

mu-belele
mu-ʋelele

N-belele
N-ʋelele
N-pelele

class 3 class 9



(Manda) liᵐbelele li-ᵐbelele ‘sheep’

(Manda) kaludoᵑɡulela ka-ludoᵑɡulela ‘sunbird’

class 11
lu-doᵑɡulela

Theories for why nouns underwent re-affiliation

1. Re-assignment to a class with a canonical CV-shaped prefix



Theories for why nouns underwent re-affiliation

1. Re-assignment to a class with a canonical CV-shaped prefix

(Manda) liᵐbelele li-ᵐbelele ‘sheep’

(Manda) kaludoᵑɡulela ka-ludoᵑɡulela ‘sunbird’

(Kisi) βuᵑkukutululu βu-ᵑkukutululu ‘mushroom sp.’

mu-kukutululuclass 3



Theories for why nouns underwent re-affiliation

2. Augmentative/diminutive derivation replacing original noun

(Manda)
liᵐbupulu

‘strong wind’

(Kisi)
kiᵐbiᵐbi

‘small drum’

(Kisi)
βuᵑkukutululu

‘mushroom sp.’

(Kisi)
liᶮɟeᵑɡa

‘fish sp. (juvenile)’



Theories for why nouns underwent re-affiliation

3. Borrowing + re-affiliation

(Matengo) mbunyâli ‘cat’

ᵐbuɲalili- 5-cat(Manda) liᵐbuɲali ‘cat’



(Manda)
liᵐbelele li-ᵐbelele 5-sheep ‘sheep’
ᵐbelele ᵐbelele 9.fish_sp. ‘fish sp.’

liⁿdoⁿdo li-ⁿdoⁿdo 5-bean ‘bean’
ⁿdoⁿdo N-toⁿdo 10-star ‘stars’

liᵑɡoᵑɡo li-ᵑɡoᵑɡo 5-unusable_hoe ‘unusable hoe’
ᵑɡoᵑɡo ᵑɡoᵑɡo 9.proverb ‘proverb’



1. Person marking (Kisi and Manda)

2. Marking exclusivity/emphasis (Kisi only)

Additive prefixing which conveys information 
secondary to noun class affiliation



•The use of the added prefix is determined by the 
pragmatic or syntactic context.

•The added prefix is not from the nominal series of 
prefixes.

•Given the right pragmatic or syntactic context, these 
added prefixes may be used on any noun from any 
class. 



1. Person marking (Kisi and Manda)

2. Marking exclusivity/emphasis (Kisi only)

Additive prefixing which conveys information 
secondary to noun class affiliation



A person prefix associates the noun or modifier with 
the speaker or addressee

ɣʷemʷana ɣʷilɪma
ɣʷe-mu-ana ɣu-i-lɪm-a
2SG-1-child 2SG.SP-PROG-farm-FV
‘you child are farming’

mʷana ɣʷilɪma
mu-ana ɣu-i-lɪm-a
1-child 2SG.SP-PROG-farm-FV
‘child, you are farming’

(Kisi)



Prefix
1SG na-
2SG wa-
1PL ta-
2PL mʷa-

Prefix
1SG ne-
2SG ɣʷe-
1PL tʷe-
2PL mʷe-

MANDAKISI

Pronoun
neᵑɡa
weᵑɡa
teᵑɡa

mʷeᵑɡa

Pronoun
neᵑɡa
βeːβe
tʷeᵑɡa
mʷeᵑɡa

Prefix
1SG ne-
2SG ɣʷe-
1PL tʷe-
2PL mʷe-

Prefix
1SG na-
2SG wa-
1PL ta-
2PL mʷa-



X mʷanofu
mʷa-mu-nofu
2PL-1-good

mʷaʋanofu
mʷa-ʋa-nofu
2PL-2-good
‘you (pl.) good people’

wanofu
wa-mu-nofu
2SG-1-good
‘you (sg.) good person’

(Manda)



Class 1
neɲɟinu

ne-mu-ɟinu
1SG-1-your_companion

‘I, your companion’
(Kisi)

Anthropomorphism
waliᵐbuɲali

wa-li-ᵐbuɲali
2SG-5-cat
‘you cat’
(Manda)

Class 2
tʷeβaːna

tʷe-βa-ana
1PL-2-child

‘we children’
(Kisi)

Proper noun
nejohana
ne-johana
1SG-John
‘I, John’
(Kisi)

Diminutive
mʷatudala

mʷa-tu-dala
2PL-13-woman

‘you little women’
(Manda)

Class 1a
nasoᵑɡaju

na-soᵑɡa=ju
1SG-1a.aunt=2SG

‘I, your aunt’
(Manda)



(Kisi)
tʷeᵑɡa tʷeβatali tʷeβadatu tʷiʝɪᵐba
tʷeᵑɡa tʷe-βa-tali tʷe-βa-datu tu-i-ʝɪᵐb-a
1PL.PRO 1PL-2.NP-tall 1PL-2.EP-three 2PL.SP-PROG-sing-FV
‘We three tall people are singing’

(Manda)
weᵑɡa wanani
weᵑɡa wa-nani
2SG.PRO 2SG-who
‘Who are you?’

(Kisi)
tʷeᵑɡa tʷeβatali tʷeβadatu tʷiʝɪᵐba
tʷeᵑɡa tʷe-βa-tali tʷe-βa-datu tu-i-ʝɪᵐb-a
1PL.PRO 1PL-2.NP-tall 1PL-2.EP-three 2PL.SP-PROG-sing-FV
‘We three tall people are singing’

(Kisi)
tʷeᵑɡa tʷeβatali tʷeβadatu tʷiʝɪᵐba
tʷeᵑɡa tʷe-βa-tali tʷe-βa-datu tu-i-ʝɪᵐb-a
1PL.PRO 1PL-2.NP-tall 1PL-2.EP-three 2PL.SP-PROG-sing-FV
‘We three tall people are singing’

(Manda)
weᵑɡa wanani
weᵑɡa wa-nani
2SG.PRO 2SG-who
‘Who are you?’



(Kisi)

tʷeβiᵑɡi tʷikɪta ɪkɪ
tʷe-βa-iᵑɡi tu-i-kɪt-a ɪkɪ
1PL-2.NP-many 1PL.SP-PROG-do-FV 7.DP.PROX.DEM

mʷeβiᵑɡi mʷikɪta kɪla 
mʷe-βa-iᵑɡi mu-i-kɪt-a kɪ-la
2PL-2.NP-many 2PL.SP-PROG-do-FV 7.DP-DIST.DEM

‘We many are doing this, you many are doing that’



teᵑɡa taʋaⁿtʃetʃe titota
teᵑɡa ta-ʋa-ⁿtʃetʃe ti-tot-a
1PL.PRO 1PL-2.EP-four 1PL.SP-sew-FV
‘we four are sewing’

teᵑɡa taʋaⁿtʃetʃe titota
teᵑɡa ta-ʋa-ⁿtʃetʃe ti-tot-a
1PL.PRO 1PL-2.EP-four 1PL.SP-sew-FV
‘we four are sewing’

(Manda)
ʋaⁿdu ʋadatu ʋatota
ʋa-ⁿdu ʋa-datu ʋa-tot-a
2-person 2.EP-three 2SP-sew-FV
‘three people are sewing’

ʋaⁿdu ⁿtʃetʃe ʋatota
ʋa-ⁿdu ⁿtʃetʃe ʋa-tot-a
2-person four 2SP-sew-FV
‘four people are sewing’



1. Person marking (Kisi and Manda)

2. Marking exclusivity/emphasis (Kisi only)

Additive prefixing which conveys information 
secondary to noun class affiliation



(Kisi)
ahoɡʷile ʝumhɪᶮɟa
a-hoɡol-ile ʝu-mu-hɪᶮɟa
1.SP-give_birth_to-ANT 1.EXCL-1-girl
‘she has only given birth to a girl’
(there are no other children)

ahoɡʷile m̩hɪᶮɟa ʝumu
a-hoɡol-ile mu-hɪᶮɟa ʝu-mu
1.SP-give_birth_to-ANT 1-girl 1.EP-one
‘she has given birth to one girl’
(there may be sons also)



(Kisi)
ahoɡʷile ʝumhɪᶮɟa
a-hoɡol-ile ʝu-mu-hɪᶮɟa
1.SP-give_birth_to-ANT 1.EXCL-1-girl
‘she has only given birth to a girl’
(there are no other children)

ahoɡʷile m̩hɪᶮɟa
a-hoɡol-ile mu-hɪᶮɟa
1.SP-give_birth_to-ANT 1-girl
‘she has given birth to a girl’
(there may be other children)



(Kisi)
ahoɡʷile ʝumhɪᶮɟa
a-hoɡol-ile ʝu-mu-hɪᶮɟa
1.SP-give_birth_to-ANT 1.EXCL-1-girl
‘she has only given birth to a girl’
(there are no other children)

ahoɡʷile ʝunduːsu
a-hoɡol-ile ʝu-mu-duːsu
1.SP-give_birth_to-ANT 1.EXCL-1.NP-small
‘she has only given birth to a small (child)’
(there are no other children)



(Kisi)
Ilola kikidʊⁿda kɪla
a-i-lol-a ki-ki-dʊⁿda kɪ-la
1.SP-PROG-see-FV 7.EXCL-7-mountain 7.DP-DIST

kiβaːndaːsiːsʲe
ki-βa-a-mu-laːsʲ-ile
7.REL-2.SP-PST2-1.OP-show-ANT

‘He sees that very mountain that they had shown him’

(Kisi)
Ilola kikidʊⁿda kɪla
a-i-lol-a ki-ki-dʊⁿda kɪ-la
1.SP-PROG-see-FV 7.EXCL-7-mountain 7.DP-DIST.DEM

kiβaːndaːsiːsʲe
ki-βa-a-mu-laːsʲ-ile
7.REL-2.SP-PST2-1.OP-show-ANT

‘He sees that very mountain that they had shown him’

(Kisi)
Ilola kikidʊⁿda kɪla
a-i-lol-a ki-ki-dʊⁿda kɪ-la
1.SP-PROG-see-FV 7.EXCL-7-mountain 7.DP-DIST.DEM

kiβaːndaːsiːsʲe
ki-βa-a-mu-laːsʲ-ile
7.REL-2.SP-PST2-1.OP-show-ANT

‘He sees that very mountain that they had shown him’



(Kisi)
liɲalu liliːle sisomba siβɪlɪ
li-ɲalu li-li-ile si-N-somba si-βɪlɪ
5-cat 5.SP-eat-ANT 10.EXCL-10-fish 10.EP-two
‘The cat has eaten only two fish’

liɲalu liliːle siⁿduːsu siβɪlɪ
li-ɲalu li-li-ile si-N-duːsu si-βɪlɪ
5-cat 5.SP-eat-ANT 10.EXCL-10.NP-small 10.EP-two
‘The cat has eaten only the two little (fish)’



(Kisi)
X liɲalu liliːle sisomba siⁿduːsu

li-ɲalu li-li-ile si-N-somba si-N-duːsu
5-cat 5.SP-eat-ANT 10.EXCL-10-fish 10.EXCL-10.NP-small
Intended: ‘The cat has eaten only the small fish’

X liɲalu liliːle sisomba ⁿduːsu
li-ɲalu li-li-ile si-N-somba N-duːsu
5-cat 5.SP-eat-ANT 10.EXCL-10-fish 10.NP-small
Intended: ‘The cat has eaten only the small fish’



1. Remnant of an old augment

2. Grammaticalised preposed modifier
a. The numeral ‘one; some’

e.g. /ʝumu/ ‘one’ (class 1)
/βamu/ ‘some’ (class 2)

b. A demonstrative ‘this; these’ or ‘that; those’
e.g. proximal /ʊʝʊ/ ‘this’ (class 1)

distal /jʊla/ ‘that’ (class 1)



Questions for further research

•To what extent do re-affiliated nouns with lexicalised prefixes 
occur in other Bantu languages?

•How widespread is the use of person prefixes in the Bantu 
languages of the area and beyond? How do they function in 
these languages?

•What is the distribution and function of the Kisi exclusivity 
series of prefixes? Are these prefixes a remnant of an old 
augment or did they originate from some other source?
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