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kapetfa  ka-petfa 12-hare  ‘hare’ (Kisi)
fikapetfa fi-ka-petfa 8-12-hare ‘hares’ (Kisi)
bl mu-vilr 3-body ‘body”’ (Manda)

ka™bilr ka-mu-vir 12-3-body ‘little body’ (Manda)



ka™bilr ‘little body’ (Manda)

Added prefix Base stem

-

ka-mu-vil1

Base prefix



A

Idiosyncratic re-affiliation of noun class and
lexicalisation of the base prefix

Augmentative and diminutive formation
Non-standard singular and plural formation
Person marking

Marking exclusivity/emphasis (Kisi only)



Re-aftiliation of noun class

1. Idiosyncratic re-affiliation of noun class and
lexicalisation of the base prefix

2. Augmentative and diminutive formation

3. Non-standard singular and plural formation

No re-aftiliation of noun class

4.  Person marking
5. Marking exclusivity/emphasis (Kisi only)



* The added prefix is (nearly always) obligatory
for the noun to be well-formed and have the
intended referent.

* Only nouns belonging to certain classes may be
re-assigned to another class by these types of
additive prefixing.

e The added prefix is from the nominal series of
prefixes.



Re-aftiliation of noun class

1. Idiosyncratic re-affiliation of noun class and
lexicalisation of the base prefix

2.  Augmentative and diminutive formation

3. Non-standard singular and plural formation



Word Gloss Origin |Cognate stem |Gloss Source
li"gaka pangolin  |Kisi, *kaka pangolin  |Proto-
Manda Bantu
ki"du"ga basket Kisi *tonga basket Proto-
Bantu
li"dafi leaf Manda |lutafi leaf Manda
(Lituhi) (Nsungu)
lil™ifu chameleon {Manda |1Vifu chameleon |Ngoni
ki"da™ba  |peace Kisi kula™ba to placate |Kisi




Word Gloss Origin |Cognate stem |Gloss Source
li"gaka pangolin  |Kisi, *kaka pangolin  |Proto-
Manda Bantu
ki"du"ga basket Kisi *tonga basket Proto-
Bantu
li"dafi leaf Manda |lutafi leaf Manda
(Lituhi) (Nsungu)
lil%ifu chameleon (Manda |1Vifu chameleon |Ngoni
ki"da™ba  |peace Kisi kula™ba to placate |Kisi




Additive prefix

Class 14 Class 12
/Pu-/ /ka-/

Class 11
/lu-/
KISI MANDA

(22 nouns) (46 nouns)




Base prefix

Class 11 Class 11
/lu-/

/Tu-/ i
Class 3 /mu-/ or i Class 3 /mu-/ or

class 9 /N-/ class 9 /N-/

KISI
(22 nouns)

MANDA
(46 nouns)



Theories for why nouns underwent re-affiliation

1. Re-assignment to a class with a canonical CV-shaped prefix

(Manda) li"belele li-"belele ‘sheep’

class 9

mu-belele
mu-velele




Theories for why nouns underwent re-affiliation

1. Re-assignment to a class with a canonical CV-shaped prefix

(Manda) li"belele li-"belele ‘sheep’

(Manda) kaludo"gulela ka-ludo"gulela ‘sunbird’

-

lu-do”qulela

class 11




Theories for why nouns underwent re-affiliation

1. Re-assignment to a class with a canonical CV-shaped prefix

(Manda) li"belele li-"belele ‘sheep’
(Manda) kaludo"gulela ka-ludo"gulela ‘sunbird’

(Kisi) fu”kukutululu  Bu-"kukutululu  ‘mushroom sp.’

class 3



Theories for why nouns underwent re-affiliation

2. Augmentative/diminutive derivation replacing original noun

(Manda)
li"bupulu
‘strong wind’

(Kisi)
ki"™bi"™bi
‘small drum’

(Kisi)
(Kisi) li"ye"ga
Bukukutululu ‘fish sp. (juvenile)’

‘mushroom sp.’



Theories for why nouns underwent re-affiliation

3. Borrowing + re-affiliation

(Matengo) mbunyali cat

N

(Manda) li"bunali li-"bunali 5-cat ‘cat’



(Manda)
liMbelele
Mbelele

li"do"do
"do"do

1li"gogo
UgOUgO

li-"belele
Mbhelele

li-"do"do
N-to"do

li-°go”go
UgOUgO

5-sheep
9.fish_sp.

5-bean
10-star

5-unusable hoe
9.proverb

‘sheep’
‘fish sp.’

‘bean’

‘stars’
“‘unusable hoe’
‘proverb’



Additive prefixing which conveys information

secondary to noun class aftiliation

1. Person marking (Kisi and Manda)

2. Marking exclusivity/emphasis (Kisi only)



* The use of the added prefix is determined by the
pragmatic or syntactic context.

* Given the right pragmatic or syntactic context, these
added prefixes may be used on any noun from any
class.

e The added prefix is not from the nominal series of
prefixes.



Additive prefixing which conveys information

secondary to noun class aftiliation

1. Person marking (Kisi and Manda)

2. Marking exclusivity/emphasis (Kisi only)



A person prefix associates the noun or modifier with
the speaker or addressee

(Kisi) y“em“ana yVilima
y"e-mu-ana yu-i-lrm-a
2SG-1-child 2SG.SP-PROG-farm-FV
‘you child are farming’

m“ana y"ilima
mu-ana yu-i-lim-a
| -child 2SG.SP-PROG-farm-FV

‘child, you are farming’



KISI

Prefix Pronoun

1SG ne- ne’ga
2SG  ye- pe:pe
1PL t"e- t"e ga
2PL  mYe- m% e ga

1SG
2SG
1PL
2PL

MANDA

Prefix Pronoun

na- ne’ga
wa- wega
ta- te’ga

m”a- mY’e’ga



wanofu

(Manda)
wa-mu-nofu
25G-1-good
X mYanofu ‘you (sg.) good person’
m“a-mu-nofu
2PL-1-good
m“avanofu
m"“a-va-nofu
2PL-2-good

‘you (pl.) good people’



Class 1 Class la

nenjinu naso’gaju
ne-mu-jinu na-so’ga=ju

1SG-1-your_companion  1SG-la.aunt=2SG

‘I, your companion’ ‘I, your aunt’

(Kisi) (Manda)

Proper noun Anthropomorphism
nejohana wali™bunali

ne-johana wa-li-"bunali

1SG-John 2SG-5-cat

‘I, John’ ‘you cat’

(Kisi) (Manda)

Class 2
tVepama
t"e-Pa-ana
1 PL-2-child
‘we children’
(Kisi)

Diminutive
m“atudala
m“a-tu-dala
2PL-13-woman

‘you little women’
(Manda)




(Kisi)

tVe"ga tVeatali tVePadatu tVijrmba

tVe"ga tYe-fa-tali  tVe-Pa-datu  tu-i-jib-a

IPL.PRO  1PL-2.NP-tall 1PL-2.EP-three 2PL.SP-PROG-sing-FV
“We three tall people are singing’

(Manda)
welga wanani
welga wa-nani

2SG.PRO 2SG-who
‘“Who are you?’



(Kisi)

t™epi’gi tVikita 1K1
t™e-Pa-1"gi tu-i-kit-a 1K1
1PL-2.NP-many 1PL.SP-PROG-do-FV 7.DP.PROX.DEM

m™epi’gi mYikita kila
m%e-Ba-i"gi  mu-i-kit-a ki-la

2PL-2.NP-many 2PL.SP-PROG-do-FV 7.DP-DIST.DEM

‘We many are doing this, you many are doing that’



(Manda)

va'du vadatu vatota va"du  "tlet{e vatota
va-"du  va-datu  va-tot-a va-"du  "tletle va-tot-a
2-person 2.EP-three 2SP-sew-FV  2-person four  2SP-sew-FV
‘three people are sewing’ ‘four people are sewing’

tega tava"tfetfe titota

tevga ta-va-"tletle  ti-tot-a
IPL.PRO  1PL-2.EP-four 1PL.SP-sew-FV
‘we four are sewing’



Additive prefixing which conveys information

secondary to noun class aftiliation

1. Person marking (Kisi and Manda)

2. Marking exclusivity/emphasis (Kisi only)



(Kisi)

ahog“ile jumhr’ja
a-hogol-ile ju-mu-hr'ya
1.SP-give_birth_to-ANT  1.EXCL-1-girl
‘she has only given birth to a girl’

(there are no other children)

ahog“ile mhrya  jumu
a-hogol-ile mu-hrya  ju-mu
1.SP-give birth_to-ANT  [-girl | .EP-one

‘she has given birth to one girl’
(there may be sons also)



(Kisi)

ahog“ile jumhr’ja
a-hogol-ile ju-mu-hr'ya
1.SP-give_birth_to-ANT  1.EXCL-1-girl
‘she has only given birth to a girl’

(there are no other children)

ahog“ile mhr'ya
a-hogol-ile mu-hr'ya
1.SP-give birth_to-ANT  [-girl
‘she has given birth to a girl’
(there may be other children)



(Kisi)

ahog“ile jumhr’ja
a-hogol-ile ju-mu-hr'ya
1.SP-give_birth_to-ANT  1.EXCL-1-girl
‘she has only given birth to a girl’

(there are no other children)

ahogile jundu:su
a-hogol-ile ju-mu-duisu

1.SP-give birth to-ANT | .EXCL-1.NP-small
‘she has only given birth to a small (child)’
(there are no other children)



(Kisi)

Ilola kikidu"da kila

a-i-lol-a ki-ki-du"da ki-la
1.SP-PROG-see-FV 7.EXCL-7-mountain 7/.DP-DIST.DEM

kifanda:si:s’e
ki-Ba-a-mu-la:s’-ile
7.REL-2.SP-PST,-1.0P-show-ANT

‘He sees that very mountain that they had shown him’



(Kisi)

lipalu lili:le sisomba sif31lr
li-palu  li-li-ile si-N-somba si-Pilr
5-cat  5.SP-eat-ANT 10.EXCL-10-fish 10.EP-two

“The cat has eaten only two fish’

lipalu lilizle si"duisu sif1lr
li-palu  li-li-ile si-N-dusu si-fil1
5-cat  5.SP-eat-ANT 10.EXCL-10.NP-small 10.EP-two
“The cat has eaten only the two little (fish)’



(Kisi)

X lipalu lilizle sisomba si"du:su
li-palu li-li-ile si-N-somba si-N-du:su
5-cat  5.SP-eat-ANT 10.EXCL-10-fish 10.EXCL-10.NP-small
Intended: ‘The cat has eaten only the small fish’

X lipalu lilile sisomba “du:su
li-palu li-li-ile si-N-somba N-du:su
S5-cat  5.SP-eat-ANT 10.EXCL-10-fish 10.NP-small
Intended: ‘The cat has eaten only the small fish’



1. Remnant of an old augment

2. Grammaticalised preposed modifier

a. The numeral ‘one; some’

e.g. /jumu/  ‘one’ (class 1)
/Bamu/  ‘some’ (class 2)

b. A demonstrative ‘this; these’ or ‘that; those’
e.g. proximal /uju/  ‘this’ (class 1)
distal /jula/  ‘that’ (class 1)



Questions for further research

* To what extent do re-affiliated nouns with lexicalised prefixes
occur in other Bantu languages?

 How widespread is the use of person prefixes in the Bantu
languages of the area and beyond? How do they function in
these languages?

 What is the distribution and function of the Kisi exclusivity
series of prefixes? Are these prefixes a remnant of an old
augment or did they originate from some other source?
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