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• JE402 [ikz]
• Mara Region
• 55,000 speakers (Lewis, Simons & Fenning 2016)

IKIZU
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OVERVIEW
• Background: vowels and tone system
• Nominal lexical tones in different environments
• Infinitive tones
• Comparison & conclusions
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• 7 vowels & vowel height harmony
• Prefixes can have 3 forms, e.g.:

• omo-: underlying
• umu-: raised
• ɔmɔ-: lowered

• See Robinson (2016) for a more thorough description of
Ikizu vowel harmony.

IKIZU VOWELS

• Nominal lexical tones
• Verbal lexical tones not contrastive
• Grammatical tones
• TBU: mora, but syllable count

IKIZU TONES
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• 3 lexical types:
1. toneless stems
2. H on penult (PU-H)
3. H on antepenult (APU-H)

NOMINAL TONES

NON-FINAL POSITION
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• Nominal tone type: the stem
• Nominal tone domain: the word
• H on long vowel: level H
• PU-H on a long vowel: rising tone
• H spread:

ɾi-taambóká rerarɔrɛ́kana ‘step is visible’
ɾi-gɔ́ɾɔ́ɔ́βá rerarɔrɛ́kana ‘afternoon is visible’

• Variation with 4+ stems (APU-H): H on the APU or stem-
initially

ASSINGMENT &
REALIZATION OF TONES

NON-FINAL POSITION
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• Monosyllabic prefixes: ɾi- (5), en- (9), ze(n)- (10)
• No change with PU-H: ɾi-guúwa ‘sugarcane’ - ama-guúwa ‘sugarcanes’

• APU-H: ɔɾɔ-́gɔhɛ ‘eyelash’ - zɛɛŋ-gɔ́hɛ ‘eyelashes’

• APU-H shifted to PU is level H: oɾó-teete - zetééte ‘backbone’

APU-H SHIFT

NON-FINAL POSITION
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Toneless PU-H APU-H
ɲamɔkɔ misɛɛ́ŋgɛ sókoro
βaa-ɲamɔkɔ βaa-misɛɛ́ŋgɛ βaa-sókoro
‘raven’ ‘aunt’ ‘grandfaher’

ɲaámu  kóóko
βaa-ɲaámu βaa-kóóko
‘cat’ ‘grandmother’

CLASS 1A/2A

• Default tone for toneless stems à contrast partly neutralized

(1)
ɾí-gano# vs. ɾi-gano ‘story’
umú-ɾimi# vs. umu-ɾimi ‘farmer’
iki-ɾíβoko# vs. iki-ɾiβoko ‘crossing’
ɾi-ɾɛkɛ́ɾɛɾɔ# vs. ɾi-ɾɛkɛɾɛɾɔ ‘church’

ISOLATION/FINAL
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(2)
umú-ɾimi# ‘farmer’ vs. umú-βisa# ‘enemy’
iki-ɾíβoko# ‘crossing’ vs. ɔrɔ-kɛ́ɾɛgɛ# ‘hill’
ɾi-ɾɛkɛ́ɾɛɾɔ# ‘church’ vs. omo-taβááɾutʃa# ‘midwife’

TONELESSVS. APU-H

(3)
éé-ka# vs. ee-ka ‘lion’
ɾíí-ge# vs. ɾii-ge ‘egg’

(4)
éé-ka# ‘lion’ vs. ií-swe# ‘fish’
ɾíí-ge# ‘egg’ vs. ɾií-ɾu# ‘knee’

MONOSYLLABIC STEMS
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(5)
ɔkɔ[βɛ́ɾɛka ‘to carry on back’ ɔkɔ[mɔ-βɛ́ɾɛka ‘to carry him/her on back’

uku[ɲáhaara ‘to hurt’ uku[mu-ɲáhaara ‘to hurt him/her’

(6)
uku[ɾjá ‘to eat’
oko[ɾóma ‘to bite’  umú-βisa ‘enemy’

(7)
uku[kí-ɾja ‘to eat it’
oko[mó-ɾoma ‘to bite him/her’

INFINITIVES: NON-FINAL

(8)
ukú[ɾja# ‘to eat’
ukú[ki-ɾja# ‘to eat it’
okó[ɾoma# ‘to bite’
oko[mó-ɾoma# ‘to bite him/her’

(9)
oko-βeɾékeɾa# ‘to call’ oko-mo-βeɾékeɾa# ‘to call her/him’

uku-kúúndukuɾa# ‘to reveal’ uku-ki-kúúndukuɾa# ‘to reveal her/him’

ɔkɔ-hɛrɛ́ɛ́kɛɾɛɾa# ‘to escort’ ɔkɔ-mɔ-hɛɾɛ́ɛ́kɛɾɛɾa# ‘to escort her/him’

INFINITIVES: FINAL
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• Zanaki (JE44): regular penultimate stress
• Ngoreme (JE401): lexical tones assigned acording to

syllable weight
• cf. Ikizu long Infinitives

• Simbiti (JE431): TBU=mora
• Ikoma (JE45): number of patterns relative to the number of

stem syllables
• Nata (JE45): H assigned relative to the left edge
• Kabwa (JE405): 4 tone types/patterns

OTHER MARA
LANGUAGES

• Special thanks to the following Ikizu speakers:
Ismael Waryoba, Rukia Manyori, Wema Zisiko, Zawadi Bita,
Isack Zacharia

THANK YOU!
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