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OVERVIEW

» Background: vowels and tone system

* Nominal lexical tones in different environments
* Infinitive tones

» Comparison & conclusions
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IKIZU VOWELS

» 7 vowels & vowel height harmony
* Prefixes can have 3 forms, e.g.:

» omo-: underlying

e umu-: raised

* omo-: lowered

» See Robinson (2016) for a more thorough description of

Ikizu vowel harmony.

Stem vowel a Stem vowels ¢, 2 Stem vowels ¢, ¢
omo-rdmu ‘brother-in-law’  om3-hotfa ‘servant”  omo-kékoro *old woman’
eké-sagi ‘cloth’ eké-kofia ‘lip’ eke-gore ‘mountain’

e-gafo ‘inheritance’ £-kiro ‘heart’ em-béze ‘wild pig’

Stem vowels i, u
umii-fisa ‘enemy’
iki-hupo “stopper’

iy-giifu “antelope’

IKIZU TONES

* Nominal lexical tones

* Verbal lexical tones not contrastive
» Grammatical tones

* TBU: mora, but syllable count
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NOMINAL TONES

* 3 lexical types:
1. toneless stems
2. Hon penult (PU-H)

3. Hon antepenult (APU-H)
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NON-FINAL POSITION

6] PU-H APU-H

2 syllables | ee-ka ‘lion’ ii-swe “fish’
zee-ka ‘lions’ eén-da ‘lice’
een-da ‘stomach’ rif-ru ‘knee’

pacdmi ‘cat’ kdéoko *grandmother’(?)

3 syllables | wmu-ri ‘root’ amd-ru ‘knees’
£n-gefo ‘cloth’ en-ksko ‘cloth’
ri-gaati ‘wound’ ri-gutiwa ‘sugarcane’

4 syllables | wmu-rimi ‘farmer’ omao-rdmu ‘brother-in-law’ | wmii-fisa ‘enemy’
ara-geend>  ‘journey’ omo-geége ‘stupid person’ | ord-teete ‘spine’
e-tekere ‘donkey’ ri-taambéka ‘step’ ri-gsroofa ‘afternoon’

5 syllables | iki-riffoko ‘crossing’ cke-tenéka  “‘piece’ oro-kérege  ‘hill’
eke-taangora ‘bed’ cke-rereéna ‘baby’
ri-rekerero ‘church’

6 syllables

eke-toromooni ‘centipede’

eke-kororézo ‘mongoose’

eke-zaanzamdti ‘squirrel’

omo-tafdadrutfa ‘midwife’

oro-sardsaambe ‘bird’s crest’
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ASSINGMENT &
REALIZATION OF TONES

* Nominal tone type: the stem
* Nominal tone domain: the word

* H on long vowel: level H

* PU-H on a long vowel: rising tone
* H spread:

ri-taambg@ka rerarorekana ‘step is visible’

ri-g3roBa rerarorékana ‘afternoon is visible’

* Variation with 4+ stems (APU-H): H on the APU or stem-
initially

R
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APU-H SHIFT

» Monosyllabic prefixes: ri- (5), en- (9), ze(n)- (10)

» No change with PU-H: ri-gulwa ‘sugarcane’ - ama-gudwa ‘sugarcanes’

* APU-H: aro-gohe ‘eyelash’ - zesn-gshe ‘eyelashes’

» APU-H shifted to PU is level H: oro-teete - zetééte ‘backbone’

h 3
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NON-FINAL POSITION
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ri-rekerero
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6 syllables

eke-toromooni ‘centipede’

eke-kororézo ‘mongoose’

eke-zaanzamdti ‘squirrel’

omo-tafdadrutfa ‘midwife’

oro-sardsaambe ‘bird’s crest’

26.8.2016



CLASS 1A/2A

Toneless PU-H APU-H
Jnamoko misegnge sékoro
Baa-namoko Baa-misegnge Baa-sokoro
‘raven’ ‘aunt’ ‘grandfaher’
Jnaamu kédko
Baa-pnaamu Baa-kooko
‘cat’ ‘grandmother’
L]
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ISOLATION/FINAL

* Default tone for toneless stems & contrast partly neutralized

1)

ri-gano# VS. ri-gano ‘story’
umu-rimi# VS. umu-Ami ‘farmer’
iki-riBoko# vs.  iki-riBoko ‘crossing’
ri-rekererott VS. ni-rekerero ‘church’
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TONELESS VS. APU-H

(2)

uma-Aimi#  ‘farmer’ vs.  umu-Bisa#
iki-riBoko#  ‘crossing’ vs.  oro-kérege#
ri-rekérerot ‘church’ vs.  omo-taBaarutfa#

h- 3
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‘enemy’
‘hill’
‘midwife’

MONOSYLLABIC STEMS

3

éeé-ka#t VS. ee-ka ‘lion’
ri-ge# VS. ri-ge ‘egg’
(4)

éé-ka# ‘lion’ VS. ii-swe# ‘fish’
ri-ge# ‘egg’ VS. Ai-ru# ‘knee’
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INFINITIVES: NON-FINAL

(5)
oko[BEreka ‘to carry on back’  9ko[mo-BEreka ‘to carry him/her on back’
uku[pahaara ‘to hurt’ uku[mu-p&haara ‘to hurt him/her

(6)
ukul[rja ‘to eat’
oko[roma ‘to bite’ umu-Bisa‘enemy’

(7)

ukulki-rja ‘to eat it’

oko[mé-roma ‘to bite him/her’i'!
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INFINITIVES: FINAL

(8)

ukl[rja# ‘to eat’

uku[ki-rja# ‘to eat it’

oké[roma# ‘to bite’

oko[mé-roma#  ‘to bite him/her’

9)

oko-Berékera# ‘to call’ oko-mo-Berékera# ‘to call her/him’

uku-kaundukura# ‘to reveal’ uku-ki-kiundukura# ‘to reveal her/him’
oko-heré€kereratt to escort’”  9ko-mo-heré€kereratt to escort her/him’
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OTHER MARA
LANGUAGES

» Zanaki (JE44): regular penultimate stress

* Ngoreme (JE401): lexical tones assigned acording to
syllable weight
« cf. Ikizu long Infinitives

 Simbiti (JE431): TBU=mora

* [koma (JE45): number of patterns relative to the number of
stem syllables

* Nata (JE45): H assigned relative to the left edge

» Kabwa (JE405): 4 tone types/patterns

h 3
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THANK YOU!

» Special thanks to the following Ikizu speakers:

Ismael Waryoba, Rukia Manyori, Wema Zisiko, Zawadi Bita,
Isack Zacharia
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