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Although we live in an era of multiple identities and belongings, origins still seem to matter. For most people origins
are obvious and transparent. We all come from somewhere. Yet talking about one’s origins can be highly sensitive and
problematic depending on our roles, emotions, interlocutors and contexts. This volume problematizes the relativity,
instability and politics of the concept in the field of education. The authors examine how origins are played upon in many
and varied educational contexts and propose alternative ways of dealing with — see reinventing — origins.

This volume is original in several senses. It is one of the first books to deal directly and honestly with the thorny concept
of origins in education. Balancing arguments for and against the advantages and drawbacks of origins, the volume will
appeal to confirmed and novice researchers, practitioners and decision-makers who struggle with these elements. The
volume is not a ‘recipe book’ to be followed as such. It offers fresh and sincere perspectives to current discussions on
multiculturalism, intersectionality and social justice in education around the world by tackling a somewhat taboo subject.
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ABOUT THE EDITORS

Fred Dervin is Professor of Multicultural Education at the University of Helsinki (Finland). Dervin also holds several professorships in Canada,
Luxembourg and Malaysia. In May 2014 he was appointed Distinguished Professor at Baoji University of Arts and Sciences (China). Prof. Dervin
specializes in intercultural education, the sociology of multiculturalism and student and academic mobility. Dervin has widely published in
international journals on identity, the ‘intercultural’ and mobility/migration. He is the series editor of Education beyond borders (Peter Lang), Nordic
Studies on Diversity in Education (with Kulbrandstad and Ragnarsdottir; CSP), Post-intercultural communication and education (CSP) and Palgrave
Studies on Chinese Education in a Global Perspective (with Xiangyun Du; Palgrave). His website: http://blogs.helsinki.fi/dervin/

Hanna Ragnarsdottir is a Professor at the University of Iceland, School of Education. She completed a B.A. degree in anthropology and history
from the University of Iceland in 1984, an M.Sc.degree in anthropology from the London School of Economics and Political Science in 1986 and
a Dr.philos in education from the University of Oslo in 2007. Her research has mainly focused on immigrants (children, adults and families) in
Icelandic society and schools, multicultural and intercultural education and school reform. She is Head of Faculty of Education Studies at the
University of Iceland since 2008 and Head of Research Centre for Multicultural Studies since 2007.
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