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This paper describes the status and characteristics of Korean language courses offered by the 

Korean Studies Program of Ateneo de Manila University. It also talks about the issues faced by our program 

as well as the ways in which we intend to solve these issues to strengthen and further promote the study of 

Korean language in our university. 

As part of the requirements for students taking minor in Korean Studies and to those who are 

interested in learning the language, Ateneo KSP offers up to 15 units of Korean language classes. The main 

textbooks used in the regular classes are that of Sogang University. There are currently 104 students learning 

Korean just for this semester (August-December). Aside from these regular classes, KSP also offers 

extramural classes (20-30 hours per cycle) such as Hallyu Korean I (Learning Korean through K-Pop and K-

Drama) and TOPIK I Review Class. The number of students taking regular Korean language classes in 

Ateneo has continuously increased since the first time the class was offered in 2010. This is expected to 

increase as Ateneo KSP continues to promote Korean studies through organizing various Korea-related 

lectures and events. 

Korean language classes in Ateneo uses the communicative approach in teaching the language. 

However, since there is a total of only 54 class hours a semester for students to learn the contents of Sogang 

Korean 1A, students are also expected to use and practice Korean outside the classroom through making 

them prepare oral presentations and video projects (commercial and vlog). Aside from these class 

requirements, students are also given opportunities to practice their Korean through ‘Korean Café, where

Filipino students can freely talk to Korean students in the university; as well as through holding a Korean 

speech contest, which is open to non-native speakers of Korean language in the university. Language 

exchange program is also regularly held to help students improve their Korean.

There are currently 2 local teachers and 1 KF Visiting Professor handling regular Korean language 

classes in Ateneo. Ateneo KSP is also actively working with the two Korea-related student organizations in 

the university – Blue Hanguk Society and Ateneo Korean Students Association – to promote the study of 

Korea and Philippine-Korea relations.



Some of the challenges related to Korean language education that are faced by the Korean Studies 

Program are the lack of Korean language-related workshops and conferences for teachers; lack of materials 

that are intended for Filipino learners; as well as limit on the number and variety of courses we can offer due 

to lack of experts on Korean language. 

One way of addressing the above issues is not just by actively coordinating with other Korean 

language teachers in the country and convening an annual workshop for Korean language teachers, but also 

by doing research on Korean language to develop expertise on teaching Korean language to Filipino learners. 

Research results are to be used in improving our curriculum and developing new courses such as Korean-

English/Filipino Translation class and Pronunciation Class. 


