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나의 한국어 학습 과정 

My Process of Learning Korean 

 

I come from a small, a not very well known country, but hopefully, many of you have 

managed to get to know about Armenia due to its rich history and culture. My 27-year-old 

independent and sovereign homeland currently undergoes a hard path of development, and as a 

young representative of it, I see many gaps in both hard and soft powers of our country. We need 

good role models to take an example from and look up to.  

  Among many other things, South Korean culture has become increasingly popular through 

creating a powerful pop culture known to us as Korean Wave. It is fascinating how this successful 

model of pop culture encourages many other nations to adopt a similar approach to popularize their 

culture. Pop culture and in general the soft industries of a country is a huge trigger of attention and 

are getting more and more attractive in the nowadays world.    

 You are probably already guessing the topic for my speech today. Yes, I am going to guide 

you through the process and my personal experience of learning the Korean language. There are 

four phases that I went through throughout my journey of developing interest and passion for 

Korean language and culture.  

  Phase number 1: “I love watching K-dramas” 

  Phase number 2: “I am a crazy K-pop fan” 

  Phase number 3: “I need to know the language and culture”  

   Phase number 4: “I want to study in Korea”  

 I believe the majority of Korean culture and language enthusiasts go through similar phases. 

Furthermore, this is exactly how South Korean culture became globally known and admired. Now 

let’s discuss each phase one by one. 
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Phase N1: “I Love Watching Korean Dramas” 

 

 This phase is probably familiar to everyone. Watching one Korean drama leads to watching 

another hundred. These dramas are so addictive, in a way, that they subconsciously connect people 

with the culture and inspire them to learn more about its origins. Through these dramas people see 

the recreated world, where everything is beautiful, love is in the air, the good beats the evil, and 

most importantly these dramas replant morality in the souls of the audience, remind about the core 

human values such as friendship, loyalty, compassion, encouragement, etc. We relearn the human 

values which unfortunately are often lacking in the modern society.  

Korean drama creators manage to transfer all kinds of human emotions through drama 

characters in only 16-20 episodes. The message in these dramas, set through the powerful storyline, 

is to change the attitude of people towards life and teaches everyone to be kind, loving and 

hardworking. But what does this all have to do with the language?  

 By this addictive approach, these TV dramas easily open up their ways to the culture and 

language. Viewers start to differentiate the Korean language and get to like the sound of it. They 

learn the catchy sentences, words, phrases and often start using them in their daily life. For 

example, “오빠, 누나, 가지마, 사랑해, 약속해, 좋아해, 행복해, 보고싶어, 괜찮, etc...” Let’s 

admit that all of these words are used in every single drama for more than a thousand times. If 

gather all of these words and make a sentence, the person will automatically become a beginner in 

Korean language.  

Dramas bring the viewers into this position where they learn the language in an implicit 

way. As N. Ellis (1994) from the Rod Ellis’ book “Understanding second language 

acquisition“ defined, “implicit learning is an acquisition of knowledge about the underlying 

structure of a complex stimulus environment by a process which takes place naturally, simple and 

without conscious operations.” This phase stimulates viewers to learn the language automatically, 
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without putting any effort. Overall, this phase brings the actual desire to continue this long trip to 

the Korean culture and language, and this is how I have started to learn and become a Korean 

language learner.  

 After learning a few words, I was then interested in writing and learning the Korean 

alphabet. As King Sejong the Great said: “A wise man can acquaint himself with [hangul] before 

the morning is over; a stupid man can learn [it] in the space of ten days." I was inspired by these 

words and had an urge of proving to myself that I am a capable individual. And guess what?  

Korean had the easiest alphabet I have ever attempted to learn. It seems like King Sejong purposely 

created easy characters not only for his people to learn faster and become literate but also for the 

future international learners. As one of my professors said during our “Language and Culture” class, 

“Language is the tool for the nation to be alive for ages.” His words make me think sometimes that 

Korea and Korean language is going to be alive an eternity, and the credit goes to King Sejong the 

Great who helped his country not only become literate but most importantly become Internationally 

spoken and alive.  

 

Phase N2: “I Am a Crazy K-Pop Fan” 

 

 Endlessly Watching Korean dramas, getting super emotional and crying alone on the pillow 

over the heartbreaking romance scenes is incomparable to the phase of a crazy K-pop fan.  

 Becoming a K-pop fan transfers you to a whole different world. These people live through 

each debut performance, new teasers, MV-s, comebacks, and photo-shoots of their idols. Not 

everyone is able to learn all the names of the members from K-pop bands, memorize the lyrics and 

even try and do all the dance covers, but these people do. This fanatic behavior is only available to 

those who are really willing to reach the world of ‘dancing dolls’ and are craving for beauty behind 
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the screen.  Fanaticism, in this case, is a serious social movement1 which became a cultural idea 

among K-pop fans.  

 As an example of this fanatic stage, I want to share with you my student year project, a 

documentary called “Fanaticism.” It is about a fangirl, who talks about her love towards Korea and 

K-pop band named “EXO.” Several questions were asked to her like how her love towards Korea 

started and developed what kind of alterations she experienced in her life after becoming a K-pop 

fan, and few other questions about her general life events. Instead of telling, I would like to 

demonstrate a little part of the film. (“Fanaticism” 07:50 - 08:40 (subtitles will be added)).   

Korean pop music also has a huge impact on language learners. Individuals who listen to the 

songs and know the lyrics by heart, use the language without even understanding the influence of it. 

Lyrics is the main source which helps listeners and language learners know the most famous 

Korean phrases, for example, few phrases from famous K-pop songs: “머리부터 발끝까지,” “보고 

싶다, 이렇게 말하니까 더 보고 싶다,” “너의 눈 코 입, 날 만지던 네 손길,” etc. Examining these 

words carefully, you may notice different elements of grammar (-부터,..,-까지; -고 싶다; -

하니까,..etc.), words of particular word groups (머리, 발, 눈, 코, 입, 손), verbs (보다, 말하다, 

만지다). These lyrics provide learners a very easy way of receiving the information and using those 

for their casual life. As the same song is replayed for hundreds of times, the same lyrics are repeated 

and subconsciously, the language elements are implicitly learned, without putting any effort.  

I myself learned most of the words from song lyrics, which made my learning process much 

easier and enjoyable. But I did not stop and decided not to limit myself by the already gained 

knowledge.   My intention was serious and I did not want to stop my learning process and moved to 

the next phase,   

 

                                                
1  Social movements are purposeful, organized groups striving to work toward a common social goal.  
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Phase N3: “I Need to Know the Language and Culture”  

  

This is the phase when language learners change their attitude towards the pop culture and 

want to gain a deeper knowledge about the country and culture itself. 

 What do you think? Korean drama viewers and K-pop fans suddenly change and become 

more serious? No! They just want to learn more about the country and understand what is beneath 

the pop culture that is so unique, making them so enthusiastic about it.   

After learning a few words and grammar, most of the learners find private tutors (or attend 

group language courses), participate in different competitions (which have to do with Korea), find 

online courses for learning Korean language (like ‘Talk To Me in Korean’ YouTube channel), read 

the daily news of Korea, make sure they know the history of Korea and everything else that is 

related to Korea.  

For this phase, I was lucky enough to have a course in my university called “Introduction to 

Korean Language and Culture.” In this class, I was able to discover the real Korea, with the 

powerful economy, developed technology, fast internet, successful beauty products, games, sports, 

etc. I learned more about hard working Korean mindset, strict and challenging education system, 

and other important aspects which did not cross my mind previously.  

Starting from that year, 2015, I found a tutor for private classes, who helped me to learn the 

language more professionally and get ready for the Korean language exam - TOPIK (The Test of 

Proficiency in Korean). 

Today, there are approximately 77.2 million and more Korean language speakers in the 

world (compared to the French language which is 75.9) (P. A. Jones, 2015). Surprisingly enough 

the numbers of Korean language learners grow dramatically year by year.  According to the article 

by Satsih Satyarhi, the founding editor of TOPIK guide platform, the number of Korean Proficiency 

test takers at the year of 2014 broke all the records of the previous test takers. The NIIED (National 

Institute for International Education) which conducts the TOPIK exam worldwide, announced that 
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numbers of test takers for the year of 2014 compared to the previous numbers was extremely high 

(72,079 in total).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kobizmedia/Korea Bizwire (2013) 

 

 

 

Phase Number 4: “I Want To Study In Korea” 

 

For my capstone project “How Korean Culture Became Popular through Media” I did a 

quantitative research among Armenians and Koreans to understand the views and ideas of these two 

countries about Korean Pop culture. In the questionnaire for Armenians I had a question asking 

whether they learn Korean language and if yes then why do they learn it. Most of the answers to 

this question were the same “Yes. I want to visit Korea” or “Yes. I want to study there.” Acquiring 

this language became one of the main steps which every Korea lover does. This process gives 

students/language learners a hope, that one day they will be able to study and live in Korea, in a 

country where in our belief dreams come true.  
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We mostly make a personal growth by learning this language; we become hard working and 

enthusiastic like Koreans. This is because while studying this language it seeds all the good in our 

souls. 

This phase brings to the overall result of what South Korea influence does to people. Seeing 

how people strive for better education and better life motivates those devoted to this culture. Korea 

is not only K-pop and K-drama, it is more than this. It is a nation who keeps fighting for its future 

and for making the world a better place, with more love and respect for each other. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

To conclude, I would like to mention ones again how successful the Korean Wave has been, 

gifting the rest of the world with a precious formula for success in popularizing cultures.  However, 

the reason why Korea stands out with exceptional success through implementing the model is that 

Korean culture is not only about dancing and singing bands, romantic dramas, TV shows and other 

promotional shows. Korea is a country with history, where people struggled in the past, fought for 

freedom and independence who managed to stand up from the ashes and become one of the most 

desirable places to be in this world.  

 I am happy to see how Korean entertainments influence and inspire people around the 

world, as they learn the language and learn about the country. I wish one day my country will also 

follow this path and show the world that love and respect has a universal language. Korea already 

started this amazing trend, and now it is our turn to follow the successful movement and spread 

belief for the best. 

 

Thank you! 
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