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Motivation to learn Korean: In the case of first-year Korean Studies majors in Leiden University

=0 2| (Leiden University, The Netherlands)
1. ME

Motivation provides the primary impetus to initiate L2 learning and later the
driving force to sustain the long, often tedious learning process; indeed, all the
other factors involved in SLA presuppose motivation to some extent. Without
sufficient motivation, even individuals with the most remarkable abilities cannot
accomplish long-term goals, and neither are appropriate curricula or good teaching
enough on their own to ensure student achievement. On the other hand, high
motivation can make up for considerable deficiencies both in one’s language
aptitude and learning conditions. (Ddrnyei and Ryan, 2015 p.72)
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<Essay guide>
Please write freely about your motivation to learn Korean and/or to major in Korean
Studies. This is for the teachers to know you better, to understand your needs better, and to
make your learning experiences in Leiden as positive as possible.
You can write as much as you want and there is no format or style requirement, but I wish
you could describe your motivation to learn Korean / major in Korean Studies at your best.
Below are some example topics you may want to include in your essay.

* How did you first become interested in Korea/Korean language? When (what age? Or
How long ago?)

*  Why did you decide to major in Korean Studies? What is your main motivation?

» Korean language learning is a very important part of your education in Korean
Studies. Are you interested in learning Korean language? Why? What is your main
motivation? I think this question might or might not relate to the previous question.

* Do you already have some experience of learning Korean including self-study? Please
explain.

* Do you have any idea (even if it is vague) what you wish to do with the knowledge of
Korea/Korean language/Korean culture?

»  Where does your major interest (or interests) lie in terms of various foci of Korean
Studies? For example, language learning, politics, history, North Korea, business,
literature, traditions, popular culture, media, translation, international relations,
technology, environment, education, etc. If you have many interests, please list them
in the order of importance to you. If possible, please elaborate and explain a bit about
your interest.

* And more



SHHMEO| K| Z3H 0| O] = 7}HA 71 HE 1468

o
ZBIorRILt.

Hl-tél-l

o

SN E LN ERE ] 2N ER =5
ot =2 oM O] & =4ot7| #6l 28 A2 24 & I_lNVIVOEEOOAAE-
= = = ™ o) SkEA n
=13 _Olo-”-” |_I:IEH-| o ot = Ll s
NVivo Of| A SH8-Z2| 0| M|O| & Bt=dA g1 ots 57| 2&E & 7tX
> S HOotH2 275 50 2= SIRALE Of2fl= 0| M 0] =442 of O] Cf
X|(‘[hel'ne)a7< Ll /&= ©° DAY= otRLE orelj= OffAM|o] 242 O|Ct.
<1g 1>
v
QO o | @
SOURCES Name B
v (g Internals @ cultural interest "
motivation essay_before cl...| @ foreign people in Korea §
5 Externals v @ Future career &
& Memos @ career 2
% 2
@ NODES @ job prospect Free essay Korean 1.1
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(1) When I was around eleven/twelve years old I accidentally found out about Korean
music and dramas through the internet and I really liked it. From there I started
reading about a lot of things related to Korea, like some of the famous historic figures
and their stories, and that’s where my interest for Korea began.

(2) I have been interested in Korea for at least 9 years now. It started out with accidently
finding out about Kpop and just expanded to becoming interested in the country itself,
its culture, politics and history.

(3) It was around 2011/2012 when I discovered K-Pop. [...] To this day I don’t know
what exactly it is about Korean pop music that makes me like it so much, but I
certainly am glad I discovered it. If I hadn’t, after all, I wouldn’t be a Koreastudies
student now. Once 12 year old me had established who her favourite K-Pop groups
were, she began the process of learning all their songs (and phonetically the lyrics to
them) and all about what the members were actually like. A great help in the latter
were Korean variety shows. It was through these especially that I truly got introduced
to the Korean language, as in them I actually heard people speak Korean with each
other. [...] I really liked the way Korean sounded and was eager to learn more of it.
As I became more and more interested in Korean music and the Korean language, my
interest in (South) Korean culture also grew. As with music and language the way |
was able to learn more about this was through YouTube. I discovered an entire
section of YouTube dedicated to Korean culture, with videos about every subject
imaginable, from etiquette to food and from public transport to karaoke. It really is
rather astonishing how much you can learn about an area so far away from your own
through the internet and I’m incredibly thankful to be living in a time where such a
thing is possible.
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(4) I have always been interested in non-western societies.

(5) My fascination with East Asian languages and cultures started out when I was about
13 years old.
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(6) One might pose why Asia would be of particular interest, why not America, Africa or
even the familiar European region? In essence it comes down to this: the enormous
difference. The dissimilarity in mannerisms on the fundamental level of day-to-day
speech, the contrast of how history is chronicled and viewed in contemporary
academia, the deviation of what cultural heritage and the being of an independent
nation means to Korean citizens. It’s the desire to learn more about a place that
frankly couldn’t be more foreign to me, whilst finding similarities between the lines.
It’s a journey of discovery which I could not have embarked upon in any other region
of the world in a similar manner.

(7) Ever since I was young I have had an interest in Asia and North-East Asia in
particular. An area at the other side of the earth, where everything must be different
from the Netherlands, the country I have grown up in. Cultures so different from the
one I knew, all these amazing old buildings and interesting rituals. But also the
writing. A different solution to the same problem my ancestors had to face; wanting to
find a way to write down the sounds of words. A more complex solution than the
roman alphabet, but more artistic too.

(8) Three years ago I was recommended to watch a Korean reality show called
Roommate, a show about celebrities living together in a shared house. I soon began to
notice cultural differences, which were shocking at first. But as I was watching my
curiosity for Korea started to grow, especially because both culture and language are
quite different from what I grew up with.
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(9) [...] the separation between North and South Korea was more interesting to me than
the upcoming industry/ economy in China.

(10) I have come to realize that North Korea and its conflict with South Korea, a
divided Korea, are amazingly interesting. By means of documentaries and some

books I have learned a fair bit about this subject and I’'m excited to further expand my
knowledge.

(11) I find North Korea interesting because it is so different from other countries, it
is so closed for the rest of the world. I would like to know how the lives of the North
Korean people are and how the politics work there.
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(12) Though I do not yet know what I want to do after this study, I do hope to do

something that involves the separation and the Korean culture. I heard about

volunteers in South-Korea helping North-Koreans integrate in the South. This seemed
like an amazing experience to me.

(13) It is my motivation to study a major that is relevant to today’s problems, to
help understand and provide solutions between the tensions of the two countries and
research what makes these two countries so alike culturally in terms of traditional
clothing and food, but yet complete opposites of each other in terms of socioeconomic

ideologies. Making the world a better place is the goal of many people in the world,
as it is mine as well.

(14) My main motivation for majoring in Korean is because I’d really like to help
NK and SK become united again. They’ve only been apart for a very short time in
comparison to the totality of Korea’s very long history. [...], which is then followed

by my need to help people which I feel is highly related to North Korea and a need for
liberation of its people.
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(15) Later I would also maybe like to educate other people in the Netherlands about

Korea, so that people won’t just think of pop music and dictators when they think off
the two Koreas.

(16) When I did my endpaper about the Korean culture and Japanese culture, I

came to know that I could not find any good information about the Korean traditions
and culture. That made me more interested.
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(17) Learning Korean is essential, for it is the instrument which you can use to
connect to Korea.

(18) I’m interested in the Korean language because it is the basis of understanding
Korea. You need it to understand Korean literature and to communicate with Koreans,
without knowing the Korean language you can’t truly study Korea.

(19) My motivation for learning the Korean language is largely that I would have
to be able to read Korean historical sources if I want to properly study Korean history.
Of course, I would also love to go to Korea and be able to communicate with people
without there being a large language barrier.

(20) I am interested in learning the Korean language, I believe that learning a

language is the only way to really learn about a country’s culture. If not, you will only
ever look at a country through an outsiders’ eyes.
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(21) When I was looking at different studies, I first didn’t think I would choose a
language, because in high school I wasn’t particularly good at languages. [...] I think
that the Korean language is a bit easier to learn then Chinese or Japanese.

(22) What attracts me to Hangeul specifically is its very logical nature, as I’d be the
first to admit I’m not the most proficient at memorizing very complex characters. [...]
This enables me to combine my fascination for the oriental script with a feasible goal,;
the learning of one of such scripts. I’'m aware that we shall also study some Chinese
characters used in Korean language under the name Hanja, however this is still a
significantly more viable feat than for example learning Chinese straight up.
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I am sure that I will use my knowledge of the Korean culture and language but

not as for what I will use it for.
I don’t really know what I want to do with my major in Korean studies, but I

think I want to help people, even though I don’t exactly know how yet.
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I have been asked plenty of times before why I’'m going to study Korean.

Quite a logical question, considering the study isn’t very well known, nor popular,
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without a clear job perspective for the future. So many studies available to me, yet I

pick this one.
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