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European Homicide Monitor: testing the feasibility of standardized, comparative, 
individual-level homicide research beyond the contemporary European core

Feasibility testing 
in the Dutch 
Caribbean (Liem 
at al.) and in a 
South African 
township 
(Kivivuori et al.)

Expanding use of 
the EHM in 
contemporary 
Europe 

See the 
forthcoming 
(2024) thematic 
issue in Journal 
of Contemporary 
Criminal Justice

2003-2006 

1608-1699
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Historicity in violence 
research

• Violence can be seen as a continuum from 
homicide to the ”lower boundary”

• Homicide as methodological enabler: enables 
long duration analysis of violence
• This is the topic of Nordic Homicide in Deep Time

• The lower boundary as topic: the cultural 
relativity of violence perception 
• See the paper Tanskanen et al. “Increasing sensitivity 

to violence and its association with self-reported 
victimization”, Thu, September 7, 2:00 to 3:15pm, 
Educatorio Fuligno, Floor: ground floor, Fuligno 2

Homicide

Injury-causing violence

Contact violence without injury

Verbal threat

Verbal insult

Rough talk

Microaggression

?
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Materials

• Nordic Homicide in Deep Time (Open access book)
• https://hup.fi/site/books/m/10.33134/HUP-15/

• Historical Homicide Monitor 2.0 coding manual
• https://helda.helsinki.fi/handle/10138/313437

• Historical Homicide Monitor –web page
• https://blogs.helsinki.fi/historicalhomicidemonitor/
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Aims
• Substantial aims: to study homicide over the long duration in a theory relevant and comparative 

manner
• To extend the European Homicide Monitor compatible studies backwards in time

• To compare early modern (17th century) homicide with modern homicide

• Methodological aims: to develop an instrument for the above-mentioned purpose. It needed to be:
• Standardized, 

• Allowing flexible disaggregation (individual-level), and

• European Homicide  Monitor compatible (EHM data structure, variable linkage and homicide definition stressing intentional 
violence and death as outcome)

• To build cooperation between criminology and history

• Testing ground: Nordic countries (but aiming at wider applications)
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Nordic HHM pilot

• Regional analysis in early modern 
era

• Court protocols as source
• Denmark 1608-22, Sweden 1640-

50, Finland 1649-1699
• Iceland only1900-1989
• Based on data availability & 

feasibility as judged by historians
• Comparison with modern homicide 

in the same regions: EHM-coded 
data from 2007-2016

Geographical and time focus of the NHPP datasets 
from the 17th century. 

Data of the pilot project (focus on 17th century, not full 
standardization achieved) 
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Transformation text>numeric

1600 1900
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Validity – threats and strengths in the analysis of 17th century
court protocols (selected points)

• Threats

• Social inclusion in the sources

• Sources not made for research (court focus on blame, not causation in early modern period)

• See the book, section ”why it is difficult”

• Strengths

• Victim reports (slow death)

• Incentives to report and process

• See the book, section ”why it can be done”
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Theory

• Metatheory

• Feasibility of long duration

research; human universals

• Research theory

• Explaining variation

Research theory
Kivivuori, J. & Savolainen, J. & 
Danielsson, P. (2012). Theory
and Explanation in Contemporary
European Homicide Research. In 
Marieke C. A. Liem & William 
Alex Pridemore (eds). Handbook
of European Homicide Research. 
Patterns, Explanations, and 
Country Studies. Springer, New 
York, pp. 95–110.

Kivivuori, J. & Suonpää, K. & 
Lehti, M. (2014). Patterns and 
Theories of European homicide
Research. European Journal of 
Criminology 11:5, 530-531.

Metatheory:
Daly M & Wilson M (1988). 
Homicide: foundations of human
behaviour. Taylor & Francis, New 
York.
Eisner M (2011). Human 
Evolution, history and violence. 
British Journal of Criminology
51:3.
Roth, R (2011). Biology and the
deep history of homicide. British 
Journal of Criminology 51:3
Sznycer D & Patrick C (2020). 
The Origins of Criminal Law. 
Nature Human Behaviour 4, 506–
516

HHM 2.0 Manual
operationalization:
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Homicide rates in study regions

Nordic Homicide in Deep Time: Homicide rates per 100 000 
population in the study regions. Source: Kivivuori ym. 2022

Prior research: Europe (Eisner 2014)

Prior research: local studies and national
series in Nordic countries (Kivivuori et al. 
2022)
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Descriptive results (example: place, 
long term)
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Descriptive results (example: time from violence to 
death, long term)
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Descriptive results (example: comparative
homcide peak research, short term)

”Demobilization peak” (Sweden) ”Famine peak” (Finland)
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Summing up (substantial findings)

• Long duration individual-level study is feasible

• Long-term change from early modern to modern homicide:
• Marginalization

• Privatization

• ‘Intimization’ (near-zero IPH in early modern village communities)

• ’Substance-abusization’

• Short-term peaks: routine activity disturbations & state control/legitimacy ’voids’

• Stability: anchored to routine activities (time cycles, crime generators & attractors)

• Explanations should likely combine nomothetic and idiographic components 
• Nomothetic: central state control consolidation, routine activities

• Idiographic: local setbacks in control and legitimacy
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Summing up (method)
• Missing data a major problem

• Too many variables: we need a short version close to the EHM 
core variables model

• In the future: 
• Automatic text recognition programmes

• Natural language processing?

• More attention to coding reliability

• More data from intervening periods & other locations

• Comparative homicide peak research (why they end > criminal 
policy relevance)

• Predictors?

• Compared to what?

• Wider cooperation in violence research (criminology, history, 
economics, medicine, bioarchaeology…)

• Individual-level analysis

Missing data % by variable, Nordic countries 1605-98. 
Selection of variables. Observation unit indicated (incident / 
victim / offender)
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Thanks!

janne.kivivuori@helsinki.fi

@jkivivuori
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