
Korean Hortative Constructions Revisited: Prototypical and Extended Functions 

This paper aims to explore three types of hortative constructions, which are cohortative, 

exclusive hortative, and exhortative (implied in Gunter and Radden 2007:25, Park n.d.:3), 

and to account for various functions of the construction such as complaining, urging, 

supposing, soliloquy, etc., by looking into attested spoken corpus of Korean (the 21st Sejong 

Corpus). The discussion also puts a special focus on the extended functions of exclusive 

hortative and exhortative in that they accompany attenuators such as com ‘a.bit.’ in most 

cases and elaborates their motivation underlying the interaction.  

   The hortative construction in Korean is marked either by the utterance-final marker -ca 

(plain) or -psita (honorific). Use of hortatives prototypically induces both the speaker’s and 

the addressee’s commitment to the course of action in question as shown in (1a) (cohortative), 

as opposed to its imperative counterpart swuy-ela [rest-Imp] ‘Have a rest.’  
 

(1) swuy-ca/-psita. 

have.a.rest-Hort  (a) “Let’s have a rest.” (b) “Let’s have yourself have a rest.” 

(2) [After finishing all the household chores, the wife found her husband playing a video 

game on the sofa. When she complained why the husband isn’t helping, the husband 

responds:] 

na-to com swuy-ca/-psita 

I-also a.bit have.a.rest-Hort “Let me have a rest as well, will you?” 
 

It is well known, however, that hortative constructions are often used extensively such that 

the speaker is not necessarily involved in the expressed course of action coded in the 

utterance; for example, -ca is also licensed in an imperative context where the speaker tells 

the addressee to have a rest as in (1b) (exhortative). Note that (1b) sounds more addressee-

friendly than its imperative counterpart: it reads “Let’s make it happen that you have a rest.” 

In addition, -ca is licensed when the understood subject of the focal event excludes the 

addressee as in (2) (exclusive hortative): the husband complains that he has a right to have a 

rest. These are extended uses of the hortative construction because the understood subject of 

the focal event is not first person plural (the addressee in (1b); only the husband in (2)).  

Based on these classifications, this study explores and reports other various functions of 

the -ca/ -psita constructions by looking into attested spoken corpus of Korean (the 21st Sejong 

Corpus): for instance, -ca is licensed in various contexts such as when the speaker urges the 

addresses to help him achieve an expressed goal (e.g., let us make it happen that I meet him); 

when one makes an assumption (e.g., let us put it this way); when one does internal 

monologue; and the like. The discussion also includes intriguing observations that the 

exhortative and exclusive hortative functions are frequently used with attenuators such as 

com ‘a.bit’ (e.g., in (2)). The study argues that the frequent co-occurrence is motivated by the 

attenuators’ function of reducing the speaker’s assertiveness toward the expressed course of 

action.  
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