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Background and Purpose: 
 In language production, the speaker has to undertake the task of deciding the linear structure, 
such that the more available or salient a concept is, the earlier in the sentence the corresponding 
linguistic constituents tend to be. However, the nature of a speaker’s choice of clause order in large 
discourse is still terra incognita. Levelt (1982, 1989) defined the speaker’s ordering of clauses in an 
extended discourse as ‘Linearization Strategies.’ In some cases, the linearization approach serves as 
a direct reflection of the temporal structure of the underlying events (Ferreira & Henderson, 1998). 
In other cases, however, the linearization is less obvious.  
 revious studiesThe p  examined the language systems’ criteria when dealing with choice points. 
The so-called ‘Minimal Load Principle (MLP) dictates order continuations in a way to minimize the 
resulting memory load for return addresses. In this study, MLP will be put to the test in relation with 
Korean participants’ preferences to see if this principle is universal. However, as we will see in the 
experiment, the MLP will explain our results in a different perspective. 
 
Experiments: 
 The primary focus of this investigation is the subject’s preference of continuing right or left after 
reaching the return-address. We tested the subjects’ preference to all variables, including length and 
type of branch. 
 
Participant, Materials, and Procedure 
36 undergraduate students took part in this experiment. 16 networks were created with the circles of 
2cm in diameter and connected by 2cm horizontal and vertical lines. Each circle has a unique color 
that would randomly change in each network. PsychoPy2™ was run to record the participant’s audio 
description of the networks and the duration needed for each network. 
 
Data Analysis and Results 
The data was analyzed using the dependent measure of the participant’s choice of going left or right 
after the return address. Participants showed a significant preference to go left regardless of the type 
and length of branch (Korean preference: Direction > Length > Type). 
 
General Discussions and Conclusion: 
 Although the MLP may explain the partial effect on the participants' choices in relation to branches’ 
length, this effect is not enough to alter participants’ strong tendency to go left. Even in the network 
where a right-ward choice is expected to be most favorable, participants chose the leftward direction.  
 It is clear that there is a force making the leftward choice almost inevitable. We propose that words 
corresponding to the agent or topic of a sentence tend to occur early. The verb phrase in Korean may 
contain one or more verbs, carrying all the inflectional suffixes, e.g. tense and honorific form-
endings, which makes the verb somewhat complex in comparison to the noun. Hence, participants 
prefer to go left to manage the noun phrase before dealing with the compound verb. The result shows 
that the Conceptualizer is not a language-independent component of language production, but is 
governed by language-oriented constraints.  
 


