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Syntax of the infinite forms

Subject as possessor
subject-GEN VN.PF-POSS

Other arguments are marked in the same way as with
finite forms.



Verbal aspect in Nganasan

All verbal stems are either perfective or imperfective.

Punctual and telic processes (= Vendler's achievements
and accomplishments) are perfective and have the
Perfect form:

kunda-?a ‘felt asleep’

mal’i-?e  ‘made a tent’

Atelic processes and states (= Vendler's activities and
states) are imperfective and have the Present form:
hodste-tu  ‘writes’
kundua-tu ‘sleeps’



Perfective and imperfective action nouns

Perfective and imperfective nominalizations are
Independent of the PF/IPF opposition in stems:

n’ili- ‘live, IPF’ n’ili-t ‘he lives, PRS’
n’ili-?mio ‘life, AN.PF’
n’ii-mio ‘life, AN.IPF’

kont# ‘go away, PF pamu-7a ‘he left, PF
kona-?myfo ‘departure, AN.PF
koni-mins ‘departure, AN.IPF’

]



Perfective vs. imperfective action nouns

VN.IPF: refers to the action in progress,
or to a non-referential action,
simultaneous or posterior to the main action:

toni?a hediti-min-ti kunde [...] d’alf netum--?a
SO go-VN.IPF-GEN.SG.3DU during day appear-EP-PF

‘Tloka OHUM WK, HacTan OeHb .
‘While they were going, the day came.’



Perfective vs. imperfective action nouns

VN.IPF: refers to the action in progress,
or to a non-referential action,
simultaneous or posterior to the main action:

kou natum-te-mi-o da [...]
sun.[GEN.SG] appear-IPFV-VN.IPF-EP.[GEN.SG] ALL
d’ir-tin s’lid’a-?a

fat-3PL finish-PF

‘K nosiBneHnto conHua Xup y HUX KOHYUnNcs'.

‘As the sun began to appear, they had no fat left.’



Perfective vs. imperfective action nouns

VN.IPF: refers to the action in progress,
or to a non-referential action,
simultaneous or posterior to the main action:

nomtis’a-tu nana?’san-o nomti-mdn-o hire
seat-3SG person-EP.[GEN.SG] sit-VN.IPF-EP.[GEN.SG] level

‘cuaeHbe Ha [ogHoro] Yenoseka'.
‘the seat is for [one] person.’

mil  kat’'eme-mun-kete-tun kuntagu
we.DU see-VN.IPF-ABL.SG-OBL.3PL far

too far for them to see us’
‘CMULLIKOM garneko, Ytobbl OHW Hac yBuaenu’



Perfective vs. imperfective action nouns

VN.PF: refers to the action as a whole,
most often anterior to the time of speech

tonde-tf bia-?musa-gete
that-GEN.SG.3SG go.away-VN.PF-ABL.SG

tibijkia-?ku-gaj teni n'ili-ke-ti-gaj
boy-DIM-DU there live-ITER-PRS-3DU.S

‘Tlocne ero yxoga manbyumk C 4EBOYKOU BCE TaM XUBYT .
‘Since he has gone away, the boy and the girl live there.’



Perfective action noun denoting an action

Aba?a-nu? kontu-ra-?mua-d’as
elder.sister-GEN.SG.1PL take.away-PASS-VN.PF-NPST

n’intuut’s kuntagu.
not-EMPH far

‘Hawy cecTpy yBe3nu He TaK Y 4aBHO'.
‘It hasn’t been that long since our sister was taken away.’



Perfective action noun denoting an action

Mirad#-ri-S’i0i-t'i til pocta konda-?mua-ri
pay-PASS-FUT-2DU.OP you.DU post take.away-VN.PF-2DU

‘Bam 3annaTtaT 3a 1O, YTO Bbl MPUBE3NU MOYTY .
"You will be paid [for] having brought the post.’



Perfective action noun denoting an action

Hue-bti-kii  d’otdr-a-?mus-ma mintiagani
after-SRLAT-DIM walk-EP-VN.PF-NOM.SG.1SG probably

nagdr bii-kete  beta-?a
three ten-ABL.SG be.loose-PF.[3SG.S]
‘C Moen nocneaHen noesaku npoLwsro, HaBepHoe,

bonble TpuguaTtu [netJ.
‘More than thirty [years] may have passed since my last

journey’.



Perfective action noun denoting an action

Future action

N’era-?a n’ili- ?’mia-do-mti d’ebtada-sa
before live-VN.PF-DST-ACC.SG.3DU tell-INF

d’lirfmf#-nee-gs8| bade-te-ndi.
talk-IMP-3DU.S  self-LAT.SG-3DU

‘O cBoen dbyayLen XKXNM3HW NyCTb NOroBOPSIT camMi’.
‘Let them talk alone about their future life.’



Perfective action noun denoting an action

Object of a verb of speech or knowledge

maena tuu-’mus-ma maa-gal’it'e d’eru-tu-m
I come-VN.PF-ACC.SG.1SG what-EMPH not.know-PRS-1SG.S

‘Kak 51 npuiuen, BoooOLLEe HE MOMHIO'.
‘| don’t know at all how | came here.’

I-mua-d’ai-t’li ben’d’se-| d’ebtada-ge-tu
be-VN.PF-NPST-ACC.PL.3SG all-ACC.PL tell-ITER-PRS

‘Bce pacckasbiBaeT 0 TOM, YTO C HUM ObIfNO paHbLUe.’
‘He tells all about what happened to him before.’



Perfective action noun denoting an action

Attributive use

tu-u-?mue-d’sa-mti soed’sa-mtf
come-EP-VN.PF-NPST-ACC.SG.3SG way-ACC.SG.3SG

t’ent-niot n’i-ni

know-INDF NEG-INTER

‘OHa, HaBepHOEe, MOMHUT OopOry, No KOTOPOU npuwina’.
‘She probably remembers the road she came on.’

n’ini-na hod-+?mfe-d’se@ mou S’ie kununu?
elder.brother-GEN.SG.1SG dive-EP-VN.PF-NPST earth hole where

‘Toe Tta oblpa B 3emne, Kyaa nposanuricsa mon dopat?’
‘Where's that hole in the ground my brother fell through?’



Perfective action noun denoting an action

Attributive use

netum-ia-?mie famile-me
appear-EP-VN.PF family.name-NOM.SG.1SG

‘Mosa aeBuyba damununs’
‘my maiden name’



Perfective action noun denoting a place

d’iindlia-tu kiia-?mue-tanu i-ge-tu
horse-GEN.SG.3SG die-VN.PF-LOC.SG be-ITER-PRS

‘OH ocTaBancs Ha MecTe, rae ymeprsa nowaab .
‘He stayed on the place where the horse died.’

suad’™-i-7e-7? nada-?muae-qgiti-tu
wander-EP-PF-3PL.S spend.summer-VN.PF-ABL.PL-OBL.3DU

munkurai-? d’a
forest-GEN.PL ALL

‘OHN apruwinnu co CBoOen NEeTHEW CTOAHKN B CTOPOHY feca’.
"The wandered from their summer place towards the forest.’



Perfective action noun denoting a result

korud-u-? lujka-?mue-gits
house-EP-GEN.PL destroy-VN.PF-ABL.PL
huaa-0i-ti maa-raa-oi-t’i n’akal’i-?e-go]

wood-DST-ACC.PL.3DU what-LIM-DST-ACC.PL.3DU take-PF-3DU.S

‘OHKM OT 0O6NMIOMKOB OOMOB B34 cebe O0CKU, eLle YTo-TO' .
‘They take boards and whatever from the wreckage of the
houses.’

bikaa bi-ti-bti- ?Pmio-d’s0-0i-t's
river.[GEN.SG] water-VBLZ-CAUS-VN.PF-NPST-DST-NOM.PL.2SG
am-o-7 huur-mimbia-?

this-ADJZ-NOM.PL look.for-HAB-IMP.2SG.S

‘Cobupan 1o, YTO NpUHECEHO Bodown [apoBal .
‘Collect what was brought by the water [wood].’



Perfective action noun denoting a result

teti nojbaa-?mdud-t’un  teda-7a-?
that work-VN.PF-ACC.PL.3PL bring-PF-3PL.S

mii-ni-o-? s’tuar-u-t'’d
here-LOCPRON-ADJZ-NOM.PL friend-EP-NOM.PL.3SG

‘OTU BOT €ro ToBapuLLM NPUHECTTN TO, YTO OHM caenanu'.
“Those friends of theirs brought what they have made.’

nojbaa-?mus-gete-ne  n’aksle-s’idi-t’i
work-VN.PF-ABL.SG-OBL.1SG take-FUT-3SG.OP

‘13 moero 3apaboTka 3abepeT [gonr].
‘He will take it [the deDbt] from my salary.’



Perfective action noun denoting a result

lexicalized nominalizations

klia?musa die-vN.PF ‘TPyn COrpse’

kabd?mus shave.wood-vN.PF ‘CTpy>XKa wood chips’

t’enf?mfs know-vN.PF ‘IPOBOAHUK  guide’

bad’a?mus iron-vN.PF Kenes3Hoe yKpalleHue Ha ogexae
B doopMe nonymecsaua
crescent-shaped iron decoration on
women’s clothing’

kitadoo stida?mua thin crescent moon
moon finish-vN.PF



Perfective action noun as a part of analytic forms

(use similar to finite forms)

Kunigdi-?  ad’a-ti?

some-GEN.PL Dolgan-LAT.PL

tola-?muea-dun i-bahu taa-t's

join-VN.PF-3PL be-NAR domestic.reindeer-2SG

‘[OHKn, BepHYyBLUUCL, cKa3anun] «K Kakmm-To gofiraHam
ONEHN TBOU NPUOUNNCL, FTOBOPAT...» .

‘[They came back and said] “People say, your reindeers
joined the herd of some Dolgans...”



Asyndetic temporal clause

Somatu-ndi-ti t’aa-?mie-d’so-0u
Enets-LAT.PL-OBL.3SG arrive-VN.PF-NPST-NOM.SG.3S5G

sematu-ndi? hle-ti tola-?i-de
Enets-LAT.PL forever join-PF-3SG.R

‘Kak noexan oo aHueB, HaBceraa ¢ HUMU cTaln Xutb .
‘Since he came to the Enets, he lived with them forever.’



Asyndetic temporal clause

nue-t’e n’ili-la-?mie-d’sse-0in [...]
one-LAT live-INCH-VN.PF-NPST-NOM.SG.3PL
kou-ou mal’i heks-gi-m-i-?s

sun-NOM.SG.3SG totally warm-TRL-EP-PF

‘C Tex nop, Kak OHM Ha4vanu BMECTE TaK XXWUTb, COSTHLE
cTarno COBCEM ropsdee’.

‘Since they lived so together, the sun became very
warm.’



Perfective action noun as a part of analytic forms
(with 1j- ‘be’; use similar to finite forms)

nahu-ou teni I-mus-du  I-bahu
elder.sister-3SG there be-VN.PF-3SG be-NAR

‘Ee cecTpa, roBopsT, Obifna Tam’.
‘Her elder sister is said to have been there.’

n’tie-?kii-ne badua-hii?e-do da [..]
child-DIM-GEN.SG.1SG grow(intr)-NMLZ.PF-DST.[GEN.SG] ALL
sfn’erir-mfo-d’ae-mao I-S’lio

think-VN.PF-NPST-1SG  be-PST

‘A 3aboTunca o Tom, Kak Mo pebeHOoK BblpacTeT' .

‘| thought of how my child would grow up.’



Finite use of the perfective action noun

Verbal-like marking of the subject:

subject-NOM [ VN.PF-verbal agreement markers
VN.PF-nominal number markers
only 3rd person forms attested

Boadua-?mua-d’aa-J toti-ro n’tie [...]
grow(intr)-VN.PF-NPST-[NOM.SG/3SG.S] that-NOM.SG.2SG child

s’igi?e i-s’a kona-?a-@

ogre be-INF go-PF-[3SG.S]

‘Bbipocna ata AeBo4ka un ctarna noaoenkon .
‘She has grown up and become an ogre.’



Finite use of the perfective action noun

nam-u-?i-t tes’ieda bue-la-?mus-ggj
eat-EP-PF-3SG.OP now speak-INCH-VN.PF-NOM.DU/3DU.S

‘Bbinunu, Hayanu pasroBapmBaThb .
"They drank and started talking.’

niiniia-? npana?san-e-?  n'ili-?mis-d’aa-?
rich-NOM.PL person-EP-NOM.PL live-VN.PF-NPST-3PL.S

toni-o-7 S#tin mou-t’ln
there-ADJZ-NOM.PL they.[GEN.SG] earth-NOM.PL.3PL

I-S’tio-? manu-o-d’ao-7?
be-PST-3PL.S earlier-ADJZ-NPST-NOM.PL

‘boraTble Nan TaM XUnm, 3To paHblUe ObINK UX 3emMnn’.
‘Rich people used to live there, formerly it was their land.’



Recapitulation

Perfective action noun -?musa:
- completed action
- place of an action
- result of an action
- temporal subordinate clause
- finite-like uses
o with the auxiliary ‘be’
o as a finite verb



