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How to submit a book proposal

1. If you consider submitting a book proposal to the Luther-Agricola-Society, you can do so by 
sending your proposal, abstract of the planned manuscript and an indicative contents list (as 
well as a list of contributors, if it is an edited collection) to the secretary of our society soc-
agricola@helsinki.fi. You may send one or two sample chapters and/or a detailed outline of the 
project as well.  If you prefer, you are welcome to send the complete manuscript. There should 
be enough material so that the secretary and the board can evaluate the book’s quality, 
significance, originality, presentation of the argument and level and suitability of referencing. 
Send your proposal well in advance, preferably by March of the year before intended 
publication. 

2. The board of the society will make a preliminary assessment of the proposal. If the evaluation 
is positive, the board will recommend that the proposed work is included in the publishing plan 
of the society. The plan is then confirmed at the society’s annual meeting (usually in April). 

3. We aim at publishing high quality, scholarly works, and in order to maintain a high standard of 
publications, all book proposals and manuscripts undergo a rigorous process of assessment by 
peer review. Hence, after the first evaluation by the board and inclusion in the publishing plan, 
the complete manuscript will be refereed in double blind process. The board makes the final 
publishing decision based on the referee reviews. Depending on the availability of the 
reviewers, the review process may vary from six to ten weeks. At least two positive reports are 
required for every work commissioned.

4. Once the reports and the author’s response have arrived, the board will decide whether to put 
the book project forward for a contract. If approved, terms are negotiated and a contract offered 
to the author.

5. The author is responsible for the contents, grammar, proofreading and indexes of the 
manuscript. The author writes the first outline for the back cover text. The final manuscript 
should follow all the instructions given in this sheet.

6. If you have any questions about the review process of your book proposal or manuscript then 
please do not hesitate to contact the secretary of the Luther-Agricola-Society.

Submitting a manuscript

7. Do not include your name in the manuscript.

8. Submit the manuscript in an editable file format (.doc, .docx, .rtf, .odf). In case of a 
monograph, it is recommendable to have separate files for every chapter. Send all images also 
as separate files. The image quality must be 600 dpi or more.

9. Submit only proofread text. Manuscript written by a non-native speaker must be orderly 
language revised. The author is responsible to take care of the language revision.
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House Style Guide/Layout

10. Page layout: A4, 2cm margins all around, font size 12 and line spacing 1.5, justified text, no 
page brakes.

11. Use only italics for emphasis. Do not use bold or underlining. Do not write headings with all 
capitals.

12. Begin paragraph with an indent. However, no indent in paragraphs that do not follow another 
paragraph (i.e. paragraphs that come after headings, quotations etc.).

13. Indicate all quotations exceeding three lines with 2cm indents on left side of the quotation. Use 
single quotation marks to denote quotations within a quotation. Mark quotations within text 
with double quotation marks: ”Lorem ipsum”. 

Citations

14. Use only footnotes. The superscript note is marked after the sentence ending mark (period, 
question mark, exclamation mark), or, if footnote concerns a one word only, after the word in 
question.

15. Follow the basic footnote format: Author surname year, page number(s): Hallamaa 2007, 4–10.

16. Separate different publications with a semicolon, also in case when referring to two or more 
publications by the same author in the same footnote: Hallamaa 2008, 318; Hallamaa 2009, 
203–205. Palmén 2013, 121–122; Hallamaa 2014, 75.

17. Publication by two authors is given with both names using ampersand: Hallamaa & Palmén 
2008, 318–320. Publication by three or more authors is expressed shortened with abbreviation 
‘et al.’: Palmén et al. 2013, 207.

18. Give exact page numbers. Do not use abbreviations such as f., ff. or ibid.

19. Sources may be cited with commonly used abbreviations. Abbreviations need to be given in a 
separate list under a heading of its own in the end of the manuscript before bibliogprahy. 

20. Footnotes can include text (discussion etc.).

Bibliography

21. Give sources and literature in separate lists in the end of the manuscript: Bibliography 
(heading), Sources (subheading), Literature (subheading).

22. List only cited publications.

23. In the following examples, SLAG stands for the name of the publication series, Schriften der 
Luther-Agricola-Gesellschaft. All abbreviations used in the bibliography need to be given in 
the separate list of abbreviations (see item 18).



Monograph, one or multiple authors

Nissen, Ulrik & Vind, Anna & Holm, Bo & Vainio, Olli-Pekka
2004 Luther between Present and Past. Studies in Luther and Lutheranism. SLAG 56. 

Helsinki: Luther-Agricola Society.

Two or more titles by the same author

Pihlström, Sami
2016 Death and Finitude: Toward a Pragmatic Transcendental Anthropology of Human 

Limits and Mortality. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books.
2018a Ota elämä vakavasti: Negatiivisen ajattelijan opas. Helsinki: ntamo.
2018b The Cries of the Wounded in Pragmatism. – William James, Moral Philosophy, and the 

Ethical Life. J. L. Goodson (ed.). Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 297–316.

Dissertation

Laine, Antti
2015 Ecumenical Attack against Racism. The Anti-racist Programme of the World Council of  

Churches, 1968–1974. SLAG 68. Diss. Helsinki: Luther-Agricola-Society.

Edited book

Appelqvist, Hanne & Eklund, Dan-Johan (eds.)
2017 The Origins of Religion. Perspectives from Philosophy, Theology, and Religious 

Studies. SLAG 71. Helsinki: Luther-Agricola-Society.

Translation

Bayer, Oswald
2008 Martin Luther's theology: A contemporary interpretation. Trans. Thomas H. Trapp. 

Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans Pub. Co.

Book, not the first edition

Camus, Albert
1947 Le malentendu: Pièces en trois actes. 19th ed. Paris: Gallimard.

Article in an edited book

Knuuttila, Simo
2019 Compassion in Medieval Philosophy and Theology. – Apprehending love: Theological 

and philosophical inquiries. Eds. Pekka Kärkkäinen, Olli-Pekka Vainio. SLAG 73. 
Helsinki: Luther-Agricola-Society, 252–274.

Article in a printed journal

Peltomäki, Isto
2019 Theology and Philosophy of Care: The Common Pastoral Care in Finnish Lutheranism 

in the Light of Love. – Neue Zeitschrift für systematische Theologie und 
Religionsphilosophie 61 (3), 370–387.



E-publication

Kolb, Robert & Dingel, Irene & Batka, L'ubomír (eds.)
2014 The Oxford Handbook of Martin Luther's Theology. Oxford University Press. 

https://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199604708.001.0001/
oxfordhb-9780199604708.

Article in an e-publication with DOI

Palmén, Ritva
2016 Agreement in Conflict: Peter Alfonsi's Dialogi contra Iudaeos and the Idea of 

Recognition. – Medieval Encounters, 22 (5), 540–564. 
https://doi.org/10.1163/15700674-12342237

Article in an e-publication without DOI

Saarelainen, Suvi-Maria
2019 Geronteknologia eksistentiaalisten kysymysten ja keskusteluiden mahdollistajana: 

Tutkimus ikääntyvien Palvelu-TV-toiminnasta. – Diakonian tutkimus, 16 (1), 6–28. 
http://dts.fi/files/2019/06/Diakonian-tutkimus-1-2019.pdf

Article on a website

Saukko, Olli
2020 Tieteelliset seurat: Luther-Agricola-Seura on kansainvälinen tiedekustantamo, jonka 

historian alkuvaiheet ovat osittain pimennossa. – Teologia.fi. 
https://teologia.fi/2020/04/tieteelliset-seurat-luther-agricola-seura-on-kansainvalinen-
tiedekustantamo-jonka-historian-alkuvaiheet-ovat-osittain-pimennossa/. Visited 
3.7.2020.

Title without an author and/or a year

The Church as Koinonia of Salvation: Its Structures and Ministries. Lutheran-Catholic Dialogue.
(s.a.) United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-

teachings/ecumenical-and-interreligious/ecumenical/lutheran/koinonia-of-
salvation.cfm/. Visited 3.7.2020.

Layout (insert line spacing between titles by different authors)

Camus, Albert
1947 Le malentendu: Pièces en trois actes. 19th ed. Paris: Gallimard.

Barclay, John M. G.
2015 Paul and the gift. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans Publishing Company.

Pihlström, Sami
2016 Death and Finitude: Toward a Pragmatic Transcendental Anthropology of Human 

Limits and Mortality. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books.
2018a Ota elämä vakavasti: Negatiivisen ajattelijan opas. Helsinki: ntamo.


