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SIDONNAISUUDET

ÅHY Lääketieteellinen tdk, Clinicum
ïmm. EBMA Board memberHY edustaja

ÅHYKS Vatsakeskus

ÅSLL professiojaos
ÅLääketiedepäivät ohjelmaryhmä
ÅSuomen Gastrokirurgitr.y.

ÅSivutoiminen vastaanotto Mehiläinen
ÅKoulutus- tai kokousmatkat Olympusx1, Mylanx1 
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The European Board of Medical Assessors, 

EBMA

άPromoting best assessment practice in medical 
education in Europeέ

www.ebma.eu.com

http://www.ebma.eu.com/


Why EBMA?
ÅWith patients and doctors moving freely through multi-

cultural Europe, aim is to improve the dependability and 
safety of medical care regardless of in which country, and by 
which doctor, care is provided. 

ÅA need to have common standards for assessing medical 
knowledge and clinical competency within a European 
quality assurance framework.
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What are we doing and for who?

ÅEBMA develops high quality assessment products for learning, 
which will provide individuals and institutions feedbackabout 
their learning needs. 

ÅThe standard for all assessments is relevant to European 
undergraduate students and first year postgraduatesfrom the 
year before and after graduation
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What is EBMA?

ÅNon-profit organization 

ÅGroup of European professionals who have expertise in 
assessment and/or have leadership roles in universities, or 
other bodies concerned with medical education and 
training

ÅNot a licensing body

ÅFocus on Assessment FORlearning
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EBMA organisation

The Executive committeeis responsible for the implementation 
of the EBMA programme: 

President Professor Lesley Southgate (St. GeorgeΩs 
University of London, UK)

Director Professor Cees van der Vleuten 
(Maastricht University, the Netherlands)

Coordinator Annemarie Camp, M.Sc. (Maastricht 
University, the Netherlands)

EBMA composed several working groups to develop the 
assessment programme and our governance/policy.
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EBMA members
Å Belgium: Ghent University

Å Denmark: University of Copenhagen

Å Finland: University of Helsinki

Å Germany: University of Heidelberg

Å Italy: Catholic University of Rome

Å Netherlands: University Medical CenterGroningen

Å Netherlands: Maastricht University

Å Poland: JagiellonianUniversity

Å Poland: Lodz University

Å Portugal: University of Minho

Å UK: KeeleUniversity

Å UK: University of Exeter

Å UK: Plymouth University
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The EBMA board andinvited item writers
after a recent meeting in Ghent, October 2015.
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EBMA assessment products

Given the mission statement and taking advantage of the 
expertise of the founding group, we decided that the first 
assessment programmewill comprise the following products:

1. European Knowledge Test (EKT)

2. EBMA international Progress Testing (IPT)

3. Assessment of Patient Related Competencies
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European Knowledge Test (EKT)

Pilots

Å1st pilot (Feb - March 2014) in 4 institutions of EBMA 
founder members 

Å2nd pilot (October ςDecember 2014) at the moment in 3 
institutions of EBMA founder members

ÅHelsinki pilot 25 Nov 2015 

Å215+16 students ς8 medical schools
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Participants

ÅGhent University: 100 students (18 in the 1st pilot; 82 in the 
second pilot)

ÅUniversity of Copenhagen: 16 students

ÅUniversity of Heidelberg: 3 students

ÅUniversity Medical Center Groningen: 16 students

ÅMaastricht University: 19 students

Å¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ _ƽŘȋΥ мф ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ

ÅUniversity of Minho: 42 students

ÅUniversity of Helsinki: 16 students
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European Knowledge Test (EKT)

Å 200 multiple-choice questions, all scenario-based, single best

Å Focus on application of medical knowledge at the level of a 
recently graduated physician

Å All relevant aspects of basic and clinical sciences, behavioral 
sciences ans statistics

ÅWritten and reviewed by a team of specialists from European 
institutions

Å Not a licensing exam

Å Support for medical students and graduates in Europe 

Å Enables insight into learning needs 
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Interactive online feedback
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Preliminary psychometric properties of a 
novel test designed to assess application of 
medical knowledge in European countries

Carlos Fernando Collares, Maastricht University

Adrian Freeman, University of Exeter 

Lesley Southgate, St GeorgeΩs Hospital Medical School 

René Tio, University of Groningen

Annemarie Camp, Maastricht University 

Cees P. M. van der Vleuten, Maastricht University

www.ebma.eu.com 
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European Knowledge Test

Confidential Interinstitutional 

Benchmarking Report

University of Helsinki

Carlos Collares, PHD, January 2016

E-mail: c.collares@maastrichtuniversity.nl
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Clusters
Basic Sciences -0,39

Clinical Sciences 0,27

Behavioural Sciences & Statistics -0,82

Tasks

Normal processes

Abnormal processes and mechanisms of disease

-0,24

-0,27

Principles of pharmacotherapy & management of disease states 0,21

Clinical findings and diagnosis 0,25

Psychosocial / Community / Prevention aspects -0,44
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Medium effect size in favor of Helsinki

Small effect size in favor of Helsinki

Small effect size in favor of the pool of participating institutions 

Medium effect size in favor of the pool of participating institutions 

Large effect size in favor of the pool of participating institutions 



System-based categories

Kidneys & Urinary System 0,07

Stages of life -0,21

Hormones & Metabolism / Endocrine system -0,35

Nervous System & Senses 0,21

Epistemology, Methodology & Applied Biostatistics -0,95

Respiratory System -0,08

Musculoskeletal system 0,59

Cardiovascular system 0,11

Mental Health Care -0,31

Knowledge of skills 0,04

Dig. / Gastr. System & Nutritional disorders -0,02

Personal / Ethical / Legal Aspects 0,06

Reproductive system 0,11

Blood & Immune system -0,27

Molecular & Cellular Aspects 0,02

Dermis & Connective Tissue 0,17
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Disciplines
Physiology -0,38

Pharmacology -0,38

Internal Medicine 0,28

Neurology -0,07

Epidemiology -0,95

Surgery 0,36

Pediatrics -0,10

Pathology -0,49

Anatomy / Histology 0,44

Ophtalmology

Psychiatry and Medical Psychology

-0,34

-0,34

Family Medicine 0,67

Ethics and Meta-medical aspects -0,01

Gynecology 0,34

Social Medicine 0,50

Ear, Nose and Throat 0,14

Medical Genetics -1,06

Biochemistry -0,20

Dermatology 0,35
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Full Test
Å16 participants, 11 PASS and 5 FAIL (68,75% approval rate)

ÅThe difference between approval rates between the Uniof Helsinki and the pool of participating 

ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ό˔2  = 0,342, df =1, p = 0,559)
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Clinical Sciences
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Basic Sciences
-medium effect size



Behavioural Sciences & Statistics
-large effect size
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Clinical findings and diagnosis
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Biochemistry



Molecular & Cellular Aspects
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Psychosocial / Community / 

Prevention aspects
-medium effect size
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Epistem. Methodol. & 

Applied Biostatistics
-large effect size



Epidemiology
-large effect size
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Medical Genetics
-large effect size



Family Medicine
-medium effect size
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Social Medicine
-medium effect size


