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How did it all start?

 University of Jyväskylä, Center of Multilingual
Academic Communication (Movi) and the case 
of UVK’s, a.k.a. multilingual field specific
language and communication courses. 

 A new idea: table as the course structure and 
navigation
 Developed with extensive literature review and 

user testing (Leinonen & Niinisalo, 2021)

 The final product is widely in use in Movi
 Student feedback has been very positive

One Moodle space

• One course
• 1-5 teaching groups
• 1-3 different schedules
• 2-5 teachers per group
• 6-15 teachers total
• Multiple learning

activities with different
small groups

• On campus lessons, 
Zoom lessons, 
groupwork, individual
work



Highlights from literature and  our
user testing

 Students tend to prefer navigating based on course schedule
(Rosato et al., 2007; Gibeault, 2018 + Leinonen&Niinisalo, 2021)

 Course schedule should serve as navigation (Leinonen&Niinisalo, 
2021)

 Multiple ways of navigating are more effective than a single one
(WGAC 2021 + Leinonen&Niinisalo, 2021)

 In complex navigation tasks it is better to see all at once
(Leuthold 2010 + Leinonen&Niinisalo, 2021)

 It is important to name things clearly and consistently (Pettersson 
& Avgerinou, 2016; Lim et al. 2013; Torrisi-Steele & Atkinson, 2020)

 Images and colors are beneficial for drawing attention (Pettersson 
& Avgerinou, 2016)



How it works? 1/3

 Basic information in the
beginning
 Timetable also in text form

(accessibility)



How it works? 2/3

 Maximum 3-4 columns
 All materials and tasks are linked in the

table (automatic linking)
 One item can be linked multiple times
 All materials are named with a tag such

as Slides, Homework, Handout, or
Main task.

 Instructions in the description of the
activity

 Icons draw attention to important items



How it works? 3/3

 Actual materials and activities are
organized in sections by lecture

 Naming of the sections: date/number + 
topic
– If there are multiple schedules, 

sections are numbered; otherwise, 
the date is used.

 This serves as an alternate navigation
method based on topics

 Naming of the activities uniform and 
contains the tags

 Materials are listed individually rather
than put in folders



Some modifications for different situations

 More than 2 groups with different schedules: Separate tables restricted to be
seen by only one group (done with Text and media area/Ohjeteksti)
 If the course contains lessons on campus, in Zoom, and independent study: Icons

can be used in the table to denote the mode of study for each session.

 Tags for various materials and activities can be customized for each course, as 
long as they are used consistently.

Icons by Freepik and berkahicon, Flaticon.com



… and it seems to work!

Everything in one
place

Schedule, info, and 
navigation to materials and 

tasks all at once.
You can find everything

based on the date.

Easy for the
student

Easy to understand the
structure of the course.

Easy to follow and find what
you need.

Works for different kinds of 
people (accessibility).

Easy for the
teacher

Automatic linking makes it 
easy to copy Moodle spaces.

Instructions and updated
materials are easy to add

Easy to learn for new
teachers.



Thank you! 
Any questions or
ideas?
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