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DATABASE ACTIVITY IN THE CREATION OF 
COLLECTIVE COURSE WORK

MIXED PEDAGOGICAL EXPERIENCES, PROMISING PROSPECTS

MAX WAHLSTRÖM
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Outline:

• The course, learning objectives, & course work

• Technical process

• Lessons learned

DATABASE ACTIVITY IN THE 
CREATION OF COLLECTIVE 
COURSE WORK



• Course: Armed conflicts in the Balkans in the 19th and 20th centuries

• Assignments: study diary & contribution to the collective course work

• Evaluation & grading: study diary 2/3 of the grade, 1/3 from the course work 

***

• Course work: Timeline of the Russo-Turkish War (1877–1878)

• Summaries of Finnish newspaper articles in the online archive of the National Library

• Each group received a period of c. 3 weeks to cover

• each student contributed three summaries
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THE COURSE, LEARNING OBJECTIVES, & COURSE 
WORK



• Course work: Timeline of the Russo-Turkish war (1877–1878)

• Learning objectives

‒ The student learns to use the online newspaper archive for research purposes

‒ The student can recap main events of the Russo-Turkish war, its causes & consequences 

‒ The student, as a member of a group, discusses which reports and articles count as worthwhile in 
presenting a historical overview; discovers arguments for and against

‒ The student practices summarizing and critically evaluating newspaper articles from another 
period

‒ The student gets more motivated to find out about the period, both during and after working with 
the summaries 
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THE COURSE, LEARNING OBJECTIVES, & COURSE 
WORK
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TECHNICAL PROCESS
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TECHNICAL PROCESS
• I reformatted database entries into LaTeX markup

• I chose a nice typesetting template and compiled a PDF



• Student feedback

• “The old script was hard to read”

• “Useful for history students”

• “Very difficult, very taxing”
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LESSONS LEARNED
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Fully disagree
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Doesn't agree or disagree

Partly agree

Fully agree

“The course work was a successful 
assignment”
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Tool: www.striphtml.com



• Students regularly ignored instructions for date formatting and other details

• their focus was on substance – as it should (also exceeding recommended word count is 
a merit in some fields...)

• …but I did not tell them either why it was so important for the formatting to be right

• Next time, end product as HTML

• Learning objectives were generally reached (and who said it had to be easy)

• Yet ways to improve student happiness:

• enabling peer support when troubleshooting issues with the newspaper online archive

• describe the end product, show what happens when formatting is broken

• more generally: I almost gave up on making students create exercises in GIFT format...

‒ shout-out to Christopher Fuhrman and the GIFT Question Editor
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LESSONS LEARNED

https://fuhrmanator.github.io/GIFT-grammar-PEG.js/editor/editor.html
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