Research School: Welfare State and Diversity
The role of ideas, discourses and frames in welfare policies

Venue: Aalborg University. Time: 1st – 3rd October 2008

Policy studies increasingly focus on the role of ideas. It is not altogether a new insight that ideas matter in policy making, but it is a new phenomenon that it has become a dominant approach. This Ph.D. course offers a vide variety of theories and methods that theorize on how and under what conditions ideas influence policy processes. This includes among others a what’s the problem approach, framing analysis, discourse analyses and different strands of new institutionalisms. The lectures will approach questions such as how do ideas become embedded in power structures, what is the relation between problem representations and policy outputs, why do new ideas appear, and is it possible to identify causal effects of ideas? 

We invite Ph.D. papers that deal with theoretical and methodological issues and examples of empirical analysis of the role of ideas.

Co-ordinators: Associate Professor Anette Borchorst and Professor Jørgen goul Andersen, Aalborg University
Key notes:

Carol Bacchi, Associate Professor, School of History and Politics, University of Adelaide
Mieke Verloo, Lecturer, Institute for Management research, Radboud University Nijmegen

Bernhard Ebbinghaus, Professor, MZES, Faculty of Social Sciences, Universität Mannheim

Jørgen Goul Andersen, Professor, Department of Economics, Politics and Public Administration, Aalborg University

Anette Borchorst, Associate Professor, Department of History, International and Social Studies, Aalborg University

Hanne Marlene Dahl, Associate Professor, The Department of Society and Globalisation
Glocal Welfare, Roskilde University 

Deadline for registration and abstract: May 15th 2007.

Information concerning papers: Deadline for submitting papers, September 17th. Papers should be written in English. On request, paper may be written in Scandinavian languages. 

ECTS: 2 points for participation, additional 3 points for paper

Scholarships: Two scholarships of 500 Euro each are available for international students. Application for the scholarship requires a recommendation for participating in the seminar from your Ph.D. supervisor. The application is to be sent to Anette Borchorst, ab@ihis.aau.dk , together with your abstract, deadline May 15th. 

Fee: DKK 1000 (which will cover most of the meals). Expenses for travelling and accommodation must be coved by the participants themselves.

Planning group: Anette Borchorst and Ann-Dorte Christensen (Aalborg University); Hanne Marlene Dahl, (Roskilde University) and Lise Rolandsen Agustin, phd-student (Aalborg University).
