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Immigration and welfare are two salient and charged themes in today's political discussions. State 
and non-state actors have worked to expand, retrench, and extensively reform welfare states in 
the years following World War II, and these struggles have coincided with the thorough 
politicisation of immigration. 
 
Borders and barriers have been torn down and re-built at an increasing tempo over the last 20 
years as migration has risen to the top of the political agenda. The aim of this volume is to 
examine how the welfare state, as a normative and institutional framework, shapes immigration 
discourse and policy and, in turn, how the welfare state, as an ideal and as an arrangement of 
policies, is shaped by immigration. 
 
The six chapters of this volume examine a variety of encounters between migrants and welfare 
states, ranging from the Swedish multicultural immigrant policy of the 1970s to contemporary 
integration programmes in Finland and France. All of these studies further ongoing discussions on 
the theme of the relationship between welfare states and migrations, making this volume a timely 
and relevant contribution to an important contemporary topic. 
 

Contributors: Heidi Vad Jønsson – Elizabeth Onasch – Saara Pellander – Mats Wickström – Amanda 

Nielsen – Niko Pyrhönen – Regine Paul – Marjukka Weide – Roberto Scaramuzzino 

The NordWel Studies in Historical Welfare State Research series provides a publishing forum for volumes 
elaborated on the basis of the NordWel seminars and conferences. The Nordic Centre of Excellence NordWel 
(The Nordic Welfare State – Historical Foundations and Future Challenges) is a multidisciplinary, cross-national 
research project and network of eight partner units in the Nordic Universities. Www: 
http://blogs.helsinki.fi/nord-wel/. 

Order now! http://blogs.helsinki.fi/nord-wel/publications/bookstore/ 


