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Date and place of birth 

 

31.5.1953, Säyneinen, Finland 

 
 

Education 

 

1971 Matriculation examination, Juankosken yhteislukio 

1974 Master of Social Sciences, University of Helsinki (political history, sociology, 

political science/international politics) 

1980 Licentiate of Social Sciences, University of Helsinki (political history, sociology) 

1987 Doctor of Social Sciences, University of Helsinki (dissertation in political history, 

laudatur) 

 
 

Professional appointments 

 
1974-1975 Researcher, Union of Locomotive Drivers 

1976-1981 Research assistant, Academy of Finland 

1982 Project secretary and researcher, The Vocational Teacher Education 
 Institute, Hämeenlinna 

1983-1986 Researcher and project secretary in the project "The History of Control Policies in 
 Finland", Academy of Finland/University of Helsinki 

1987 Researcher in the project "Industrial Democracy in the Nordic Countries”, 
 NOS-H/University of Helsinki 

1987-1990 Junior research fellow, Academy of Finland 

1989-2002 Docent of Political History, University of Helsinki 

1990-1994 Leader and researcher in the project "Knowledge and Industrial Relations in 
 Finland, c. 1870-1970", Academy of Finland/University of Helsinki 

1995 Researcher in the project "The Future of the Nordic Model: Competence and 
 Participation", The Nordic Council of Ministers/University of Helsinki 

1995-2000 Senior research fellow, Academy of Finland 

1998- Docent of Contemporary History, University of Turku 

2000-2002 Acting Professor of Political History, University of Helsinki 

2003-2020 Professor of Political History, University of Helsinki 

2009- Honorary Professor in Welfare State Research, University of Southern Denmark 

2018/19 Fellow (Guest of the Director), IGK Work and Human Lifecycle in Global History, 
 Humboldt Universität zu Berlin 

 
 

Leader of research projects 

 
1990-1994 Knowledge and Industrial Relations in Finland (Academy of Finland). 

1995-2000 The Changing Meanings of Internationality in Finnish Working Life (research project 
 associated with the senior fellowship of the Academy of Finland). 
1998-2001 The Changing Meanings of the Political and the Depression of the 1990’s (Co-leader, 
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Academy of Finland, the research programme “1990s’ Economic Crisis”). 

2002.2003  The History of Finnish Nuclear Non-Proliferation Policy During the Cold War 

(Ministry of Trade and Industry / University of Helsinki) 

2003.2006  The Framework for Socio-economic Development in Europe? The Consensual 

Political Cultures of the Small Western European States in Comparative and 

Historical Perspective, Smallcons (Leader of the Finnish subproject, European Union, 

the 5. Framework) 

2004.2007  The Making of the Finnish Wage-Work Society. Social Cohesion and Economic 

Rationalization in the post-World-War II Finland (Academy of Finland, 

Finnish Work Environment Fund, the research programme ”Social Capital and the 

Networks of Trust”) 

2006 Regionalism, Nationalism and Democracy – Elaborating Interdisciplinarity and 

Comparative Approaches for European Studies (2006, European Studies Network, 

University Helsinki) 

2007-2012 The History of Education and Training in Finland (Finnish Historical Society, 

the Ministry of Education) 

2007-2014 The Nordic Centre of Excellence NordWel (The Nordic Welfare State – Historical 

Foundations and Future Challenges) (NordForsk, NCoE Welfare Programme) 

2009-2013 The Limits of Nordic Welfare Universalism – Labour market interests, locality and 

gender in post-World-War-II social regulation (Academy of Finland) 

2009-2014 Heikki Waris Research Project (Kone Foundation and University of Helsinki) 

2013-2017 Nationalism and Democracy in the Welfare State (Academy of Finland) 

2014-2016 The Political Rhetoric of ‘Isms’: Ideology and Rhetoric in European Comparison 

(University of Helsinki, European Studies) 

2016-2019  Multilayered Borders of Global Security, GLASE (leader of the UH research 

project of the consortium, Academy of Finland) 

2013- Sino-Nordic Welfare Research Network SNoW, member of core steering group 

(NordForsk, Nordic Council of Ministers) 

2018-2020  Participation as a Topic of Discussion on Working-life Problems and Solutions 

(Finnish Work Environment Fund / University of Helsinki) 

 
 

Supervision 

 

- 10/2023 Main supervisor or co-supervisor of 45 completed doctoral theses 

 
 

Posts in university and science administration 

 
2001-2008 Department of Social Science History, University of Helsinki, member of 

 department board (2001-2006), deputy member of department board (2007-2008) 

2004-2006 Department of Social Science History, University of Helsinki, Head of Department 

2007- 2008 Department of Social Science History, University of Helsinki, Deputy Head of 
 Department 

2014-2017 Department of Political and Economic Studies, University of Helsinki, member of 
 board 

2014- 2017 Department of Political and Economic Studies, University of Helsinki, Head of 
 Discipline, Political History 

http://www.agora.jyu.fi/soca/indexeng.php?page=keskinen_eng
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2002-2006  Palmenia, University of Helsinki, member of the board of the PD training programme 

for labour policy experts 

2004-2013 Helsinki Collegium for Advanced Studies, University of Helsinki, deputy member of 

board (2004-2010), member of board 2010-2013 

2004-2020 Centre for Nordic Studies CENS, University of Helsinki, member of advisory 

commission, chair of advisory commission 2011-2020 

2007-2010  Renvall Institute for Area and Cultural Studies, University of Helsinki, deputy 

member of board 

2004-2006, 

2014-2017  Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Helsinki, deputy member of faculty board 

2005 Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Helsinki, chair of the committee for the 

programme for bilingual faculty 

2005-2008, 

2010-2017 Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Helsinki, member of the committee for 

researcher training, chair of the committee 2007-2008 

2007-2008  Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Helsinki, vice dean (research and researcher 

training) 

2014-2017 Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Helsinki, member of postgraduate 

admissions board 

2013-2020 Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Helsinki, member of Research Committee 

2018-  Swedish School of Social Sciences, University of Helsinki, member of Research 

Committee 

2013-2020 University of Helsinki, Doctoral Program Gender, Culture and Society (SKY), 

member of board 

2007-2008 University of Helsinki, member of the Committee for Postgraduate Studies 

2005-2006, 

2013-2014 University of Helsinki, member of the Scientific Council 

2016-2020 University of Helsinki, Master Program Society and Change, Director 

2017-2019 University of Helsinki, member of the steering group for the evaluation of research 

2007-2015 Research Foundation of the University of Helsinki, member of Commission 

2009-2015  Swedish Collegium for Advanced Study (SCAS), Uppsala, member of Erik Allardt 

Academic Advisory Board 

 
 

Elected memberships in learned societies, research-related committees and editorial boards 

 
1977-1984 Historical Association, member of board 

1993-2001 Finnish Society for Labour History, chair (1993-1998), member of board 
 (1998-2001) 

2001-2008 Finnish Historical Society, member of board (2001-2008), chair (2002-2003), chair of 
 publishing committee (2004-2008) 

2006-2008 Finnish Literature Society, member of board, member of publishing committee 

2010-2018 The Federation of Finnish Learned Societies, expert panel member of the Publication 
 Forum 

2020- Academia Europaea, Committee of the Section Governance, Institutions and 

 
 

1996-2006 

Policies: Education, Health and Welfare 

 
The Network for Nordic Welfare State History. Member of steering group 
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2006-2008 Nordic Network for Research Training in Contemporary History. Member of steering 

 
1981-1984 

group 
Municipal committee for the history project of the city of Vantaa, member of 

 
2010-2022 

committee 
Expert committee for the history of white-collar workers, member of committee 

2020- Expert committee for the history of the Social Democratic Party of Finland, member 

of committee 

2004-2014 Historiallinen Aikakauskirja [Historical Journal of Finland], member of board, deputy 

 
2005-2010 

chair of board (2009-2011), chair of board (2012-2014) 
Studia Fennica, member of editorial board, chief editor of the series Studia Fennica 

 
2007- 

Historica 
Kasvatus ja aika [Education and time], editorial council 

2012-2013 Nordic Journal of Working Life Studies, editorial panel 
2014- Ajankohta [Current times], editorial board 

 

 

Other academic expert activities 

 

- Pre-examiner of twenty-three doctoral dissertations (political history, Finnish history, 

Finnish and Scandinavian history, Nordic history, general history, cultural history, 

sociology, social policy, history and civilization; Universities of Helsinki, Jyväskylä, 

Turku and Tampere, Åbo Akademi University, Ghent University, European University 

Institute) 

- Official opponent/examination board member of twelve doctoral dissertations 

(sociology, Finnish history, general history, cultural history, social policy, history and 

civilization; Universities of Jyväskylä, Tampere, Turku and Eastern Finland, Ghent 

University, European University Institute) 

- Expert assessing the academic competence of nine docents/adjunct professors (political 

history, Finnish history, Finnish and Scandinavian history, sociology, Nordic studies, 

cultural history, history of everyday life, general history; Universities of Helsinki, Turku 

and Jyväskylä) 

- Expert in Habilitation (University of Vienna, contemporary history, 2009; University of 

Potsdam, political theory, 2019) 

- Expert in University Professor appointment (Aarhus University, Danish and European 

history, 2007) 

- Expert in University Assistant Professor appointment (Aarhus University, Scandinavian 

and European Economic History, 2013) 

- Expert in University Associate Professor appointment (University of Bergen, 

comparative politics, 2014) 

- Member of Preparatory Professor Groups for Professorships in Latin American studies, 

demography, administrative studies, social policy, political history, social policy, gender 

studies, European history of ideas, economic history, political science, working life 

equality and gender studies (University of Helsinki, 2006-2021) 

- Assessor of research funding applications (European Research Council, Academy of 

Finland, University of Helsinki, Research Council of Norway, Research Council of 

Sweden, Netherlands Organisation of Scientific Research, Swedish Collegium for 

Advanced Study, Riksbankens 
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jubileumsfond, Östersjöstiftelsen, The Finnish Work Environment Fund, several Finnish 

private foundations) 

- Member of Book Award Committee of the Council for European Studies (CES, New 

York) 2015-2016 

- Referee for several international and domestic scientific journals and publishing houses 

 

 

Awards 

- State Award for Public Information for the book Suomen työväenliikkeen historia, 

member of author team, 1977 

- Prize of the Faculty of Social Sciences at the University of Helsinki for the best 

licentiate thesis in 1979-1980, 1980 

- Prize of Työväenperinne ry for the best labour history book of 1997 (Työjärjestys. 

Tutkielmia työn ja tiedon poliittisesta historiasta), 1998 

- Diploma of honour of Historical Association in connection with its 100th anniversary, 

1990 

- Invited researcher member of Finnish Historical Society, 1991 

- Honorary Professor in Welfare State Research, University of Southern Denmark, 2009 

- Invited member of Finnish Academy of Science and Letters, 2011 

- Knight, First Class, of the Order of the White Rose of Finland, 2012 

- George Sarton Medal, Ghent University, 2019 

- Invited member of the Academy of Europe (Academia Europaea), 2019 


