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Children in advance 

Children in needs 

Ordinary Children  Unclear Children 

60%, more 
Physical and 

group 
scaffolded  

10~20%, need teacher 
or peers scaffolding 

10~20%, can do  
scaffolding for peers 

10~5%, need 
more 

documentation 
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+ Main purpose is to monitor, identify and 
scaffold the children’s learning.   

+ Help teachers to be more conscious of 
themselves as a scaffold. 

+ Help with communication between teacher 
and parent.  

+ Help the next teacher catch up with 
children’s learning easily. 
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+ Folders  For each learning area,  

    In each folder are: recording sheets 

                                     a list of children’s names 

+ Folder also provide for individual child 

+ Summary sheets  For monthly reports to 
parents. 

+ Camera or MP3 sound recorder  

+ Video camera. 

Prepare children for the learning 
(20-10mins: taking less and less time) 

Observe and Document  

(30-50mins: taking more and more time) 

Prepare children to tidy up  

(20-10mins: taking less and less time) 
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•Decide objectives for  
recording, prepare folders. 

•Randomly pick children for 
observation  

•Observe one child for  1-3 
mins in each turn 

•No scaffolding during this 
period 

Pick at Random 
for Observing 

• Identify children who have 
little or no documentation 

• Filter out the children with 
special needs 

• Teachers share their views 
in discussion 

• Start some scaffolding 

Check and 
discuss  

• Follow up on children who 
were not recorded 

•Organize advanced children 
to help the weaker children 

•Revise scaffolding plans 

Further 
documentation 

2-4 weeks at the 
beginning of the first 

semester 
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+ The middle circles summarize the stages of 
development 

+ At first put the earliest stage in the bottom 
circle to show moving up on the 
developmental ladder 
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+ The middle circles summarize the stages of 
development 

+ At first put the earliest stage in the bottom 
circle to show moving up on the 
developmental ladder 

+ But the last year teachers prefer to write 
Level 1 on top 
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___ 5 Can make 3D creations 

___ 4 Can make bridges 

___ 3 Can mark out areas 

___ 2 Can stack blocks/ Mix  

different kinds of blocks 

___ 1 Can link blocks together 

Happy Blocks Learning Area     
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Happy 

Blocks 

Learning 

Area 
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+ Work with teachers to develop record sheets 

+ Teachers try out new ways 

+ Start off with check lists 

+ As teachers develop expertise in observation, 
they prefer to use narratives 

+ They end up using a mixture of checklists and 
narratives when reporting to parents 
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+ Items on the record sheet are visible scaffolds for 
teachers.   

+ Before we built scaffolds we need to consider 
what we/society wants. 

+ How we perceive the child/learning/developing, 
determines how we scaffold . 

+ Our values lead us to decide what to observe, 
record and scaffold so our items come from 
discussion.  In Finland you use the values in your 
country 
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Children can scaffold each other 

+ Lela stories can be seen as scaffolds for 
children’s agentive perception. 

+ How teachers perceive the story affect how 
they scaffold children with the story.  

+ It is open to children and teachers to 
construct their agentive perception. 

+ The stories lead us to consider our view of 
ourselves in relation to the environment, and 
whether we can “change” the world.    


