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Was the English East India Company (EIC) a “democratic” association?

Some observations on the majority principle in 17th century England

Abstract

From ancient Greece to our contemporary globalised world, from the medieval glossators and canonists to the modern jusnaturalists, the majority principle can certainly be considered a fundamental topic, concerning different people, places, times. One important passage seems to be the elaboration of the rule in 17th century England, not in Parliament or in the courts of justice, but in the assemblies (or courts) of the East India Company, whose organisation is traditionally described as “democratic”, especially if compared to the “oligarchical” organisation of its direct rival: The Dutch Vereenigde Oostindische Compagnie (VOC). 

Our main aim will be to verify the (supposed) influence of the employment of the majority principle in the East India Company’s courts on John Locke’s Second Treatise of Government (1690) and, consequently, on English Parliament. 

