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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

 

Unfortunately I have to begin my speech with an open and honest confession. It is not possible to 

me – or anyone – to give the final, the all explaining answer to the question – why it has been so 

difficult to come to terms with the Stasi past in Germany, although quite soon 18 years have lapsed 

from the breaking of the Berlin wall. If I had invented the final answer, I think, the German 

government had appointed me to the chief consultant of solving problems between ‘Ossies’ and 

‘Wessies’ and developing ideas how to level economic and other differencies between the former 

West and former East in Germany. 

 

All I can do, is to try to present – or rather point out– the main political, social, cultural and perhaps 

even psychological factors which according to my observations have prevented or still are delaying 

the process of coming to terms with the difficult G.D.R. past. During the last 18 years much has 

been done, we have to admit that, too. German historians, social scientists and scholars of other 

disciplines have published hundreds and again hundreds of books and articles dealing with the 

different aspects of the history of the former G.D.R. 

 

We know almost every detail, but strangely enough, we don’t really understand, what we know, and 

this is the real point of this matter. I intend to focus my presentation to the most burning issue of 

the, as such, very sensitive, historical heritage of the G.D.R., namely to the special difficulties on 

coming to terms with the Stasi past. Stasi, as you all know, is the nickname of the former East 

German security police under the Ministry of State Security. 

 

How in the world a foreigner, in my case a Finnish historian, would be able to find out something 

extraordinary, something which the German experts would perhaps have not noticed at all? I would 

not like to promise too much. In the first place I am naturally interested in the influence of the Stasi 

on the relations between Finland and East Germany, and therefore I have been working with the 

Stasi files concerning Finland and Finns since they became available to me in Berlin about ten years 

ago. 

 

Then, during the last years I have published several books about Finland’s relations to divided 

Germany. All the time I have been getting acquainted to the German Stasi debate, not only by 

reading research literature but also following the media. 



 

Being short I would suggest three fields of problems where we could find the reasons, why it has 

been so difficult with the Stasi past in Germany. For the first I will simply present some figures. I 

think we are not able to understand the enormity of the oppression machinery of the former G.D.R. 

It was enermous, and at the same time incomprehensible. 

 

We know that it takes about 18 months to reach our neigbouring planet Mars with a spacecraft, but 

do we really comprehend, how long the distance really is? I think something like this happens, 

when we are told about the organisation, resources and activities of the Stasi. 

 

The Stasi had in the end about 90 000 full time officers and at least 180 000 inoffiacial denouncers 

or reporters, who are best known from the abbreviation of two letters I. M. (Inoffizieller 

Mitarbeiter). 

 

The amount of the Stasi files left behind is just incredible; if you would put the folders in a straight 

row, it would be as long as 180 km, extending from Sofia, let us say for example, to Plagoevgrad 

which is a small town in the southwest of Bulgaria. 

 

The Stasi had in her files the names of about six million citizens of the G.D.R (from altogether 17 

million). But it is also true, and we must not forget it: only those citizens, who did not bend to the 

ruling political system and did not keep their mouth shut, fell into difficulties. In the autumn 1989, 

just before the system collapsed in the G.D.R., there were ongoing Stasi operations concerning 

about 300 000 citizens. 

 

During the forty years of the history of the G.D.R. about 250 000 people were inprisoned for 

political reasons. More than one hundred convicted were executed; the death sentence was 

abolished as late as 1987.  

 

For the secnond. It would be much easier to handle if the people of the G.D.R. would have been 

divided to those who were the victims and to those who were the agents – who was 'Opfer' und who 

was 'Täter'. Unfortunately it is not so. 

 

Perhaps someone of you has heard the following definition of the G.D.R: East Germany was a 

country with 17 million Stasi victims, persecuted by 17 million Stasi agents. This was, of course, 

meant to ironize the picture which many East Germans wanted give from their experience of the 

everyday life under the shadow of the wall. I was a victim, and anyone else, even the own husband 

or wife could be the agent or so-called I.M. This also happened in reality, we know some true cases 

like this, but certainly they were exceptions. But there is one thing which is true in this ironic 

definition of the G.D.R: the people was not in hundred per cent divided to victims and agents. 

 

Naturally there were pure agents as well as pure victims. Those who voluntarily committed to serve 

the Stasi because of personal privileges – economic or others – were pure agents, and even more 

they were that, if they were aware of crimes against humanity, committed by the Stasi. But we 

know unnumerous individual cases, in which a person was pressed to serve the Stasi. 

 

A large part of the I.M.s were people who were at the same time victims, too. If for instance a 

young man was accused for so-called hooliganism on the street, or let’s say a student for having 

forbidden literature or for telling nasty jokes about Ulbricht or Honecker, the Stasi offered very 

often to him or her, instead of loosing the right to continue to studies, to enlist as an I.M. Once in 

web of the Stasi, it was difficult to get rid of it. Blackmailing was one of the mildest crimes of the 



Stasi. 

 

The Stasi was simply present everywhere. Sometimes it was possible to trade with it. Maybe 

someone of you remember the case of Manfred Stolpe, I.M. “Sekretär”. Later, during the 1990’s 

Stolpe was the prime minister of the state Brandenburg. In his position as the head of the secreteriat 

of the East German Evangelic church Stolpe was able to improve the conditions of political 

convicts in East German prisons and to help some prisoners to be “bought” free by West German 

authorities. This was possible to Stolpe only when he involved himself as an I.M. In the end he was 

not punished, but still he was an agent and a victim at the same time. 

 

For the third it would be easier to handle if the Stasi had held herself only inside the borders of the 

G.D.R. and all her I.M.s would have been East German citizens. Unfortenatly this was not the case. 

 

Although the files of the foreign service of the Stasi, of the department HVA (Hauptverwaltung 

Aufklärung) have been destroyed to 90 percent, it has still been possible to find out that about 3 000 

citizens of the Federal Republic of Germany were engaged as I.M.s. and at least 20 000 people 

delivered information to the Stasi. 

 

Most of them did not do it for political conviction or for love to the G.D.R. (some perhaps did it for 

love to certain Stasi agents, to so-called “Romeos” who were sent to charm female secretaries of 

important managers) but most of them did it for money. 

 

It is possible to know, who those people were, thanks to the so-called SIRA tapes (it is an electronic 

summary of the Stasi files), and so-called Rosenholz files, (it is a copy of the Stasi card-index, 

containing a key to the code names of the Stasi foreign service agents and I.M.s). It is really 

astonishing how deeply involved with each others the both German states were on the field of 

intelligence. 

 

The most burning issue of this German-Geman involvment was naturally the Berlin wall and the 

borders between the states, because hundreds of thousands, maybe millions, had relatives on the 

other side. We all know what kind of tragedies happened when East German citizens tried to escape 

to the West. Alone at the Berlin wall died 133 people. The victims were not all refugees but also 

some soldiers of the frontier guard or West German people who helped the people to escape. 

 

Of course, preventing the so-called “Republikflucht”, escaping illegaly from the G.D.R. to the 

West, was one of the most important tasks of the Stasi. In this field it did not hesitate to grasp with 

violance, if needed. The fugitives had to be stopped even by shooting deadly. 

 

Just last Sunday I visited the most interesting memorial of the Berlin wall at the Bernauer Strasse. 

In the beginning of October 1964 during one night fifty seven refugees succeeded to flee throuhg a 

tunnel which was 145 meters long, dug by West German volunteers during 18 months. Among 

those 57 who escaped two were Stasi I.M.s who reported immediately but separately to their 

officials. 

 

On the following night a trap is waiting in the tunnel: a seciton of East German frontier troops, 

commanded by a 21 year old corporal Egon Schultz, catches the group of refugees. Shooting in the 

darkness; Schultz dies on his wounds. One of the West German helpers has fired his pistol but the 

soldiers have shot, too, with their Kalashnikovs. 

 

The Stasi compells the coroner to sign a protocol according to which the death was caused by a shot 



of the pistol, althoug several bullets of Kalashnikov were found in the body, and they were the real 

cause of death. In the darkness one of the other soldiers had killed his comrade Schultz. 

 

The G.D.R. makes Egon Schultz to a national hero and explains that a gang of Western bandits had 

deliberatly penetrated to the post of Egon Schultz and murdered him. Not a word about the refugees 

or about the real circumstances, about the tunnel. 

 

The young man who had fired his pistol never manages to get rid of the guilt. He drinks himself 

dead. When it becomes possible, after the unification of Germany, the mother of Egon Schultz 

raises a charge against the helpers of the refugees. She dies in the belief that the mureder of his son 

has not got the punishment. Then some years later, on the basis of the opened Stasi files, the final 

truth can be revealed. 

 

At least in this case - and there are many others of the same kind - all people involved to it, were 

victims, and the real agent was the Stasi with her machinery of telling lies for political purposes. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen. As long as we have stories like this, and people who have experienced 

something like this are living among us, I think, it is impossible to close the covers of the Stasi past. 

 

Thank You for your attention! I am ready to answer questions, if someone would like to put one.  

 


