Promoottorin puhe akti-illallisilla 3.6.2011 n. klo 22
Arvoisa Tasavallan Presidentti, Herra Kansleri, Herra Rehtori, excellencies, arvoisat kutsuvieraat, arvon gratista, maisteri Aki ja muut promootiotoimikunnan jäsenet! Mina damer och herrar, ladies and gentlemen!
Niiden, jotka eivät koskaan ole olleet järjestämässä promootiota, on hyvä tietää, että näiden juhlien järjestäjä ei varsinaisesti ole yliopisto. Kansleri myöntää luvan tiedekunnalle, kvestori ummistaa silmänsä hyväksyessään budjetin ja tiedekunta nimeää officiantit, mutta käytännössä promootion tekevät nuoret maisterit. Ilman heidän panostaan valtiotieteellisen tiedekunnan promootiotraditio olisi luultavasti jo aikoja sitten katkennut.
 - Maisteri Aki Reinimäki, kiitän sinua lämpimästi ystävällisistä sanoistasi. Sinä olet ollut yksi näiden juhlien järjestelyjen kantavia voimia. Puheestasi ilmeni myös, että olet ollut myös oppilaani, ja siten olen tietosi ja taitosi jo ennestään erinomaisiksi tiennyt.
När dagens promovendi cirka för ett år sedan uttryckte till fakulteten sitt önskemål att professor Hentilä skulle nomineras till promotor var min betänketid ovanligt kort. Jag är glad och tacksam för förtroendet som riktats åt mig. Promotorns befattning är tillsvidare den härligaste av tiotals olika sysslor som tillfallit mig under min 40-åriga karriär som universitetslärare.  Olyckligtvis är det hela över så snart. 
The Conferment ceremony, lasting three days and sometimes nights as well appears to the organisers as a puzzle of thousands and thousands small pieces. Despite accurate planning every time something unexpected happens. I would like to tell you about the funniest mishap from my own conferment ceremony. The year was 1986. Like almost all my stories also this one is absolutely true. 
The most distinguished person who was inaugurated to honorary doctor was the President of the Republic Mauno Koivisto. Apropo, just a week ago Koivisto was decorated to doctor semisaecularis by his own University in Turku. But back to the story. We, the young doctors, invited the oldest living doctor honoris causa, the famous historian Eino Jutikkala to a small toast. President Koivisto was also present. It was quite a warm day and the President took his top hat off and put it upside down on the windowsill. Dr. Riitta Hjerppe, later professor of economic history, spoke to the honour of  Professor Jutkikkala. Nervous as she was she laid the spoken sheets automatically into Koivistos open hat. When Dr. Hjerppe’s speech was finished President Koivisto smiled and made a sarcastic comment: “Finally even that keg found some use!”

Ladies and gentlemen, my story still continues. When President Koivisto left the ceremony he forgot to take his hatbox from the rack. We thought naturally that the hatbox must be sent to the Chancellery of the President. No, no, not by any means said Mrs. Tuula Jyrkämä, the head of administration of our Faculty, a very determined lady. A couple of days later she told us about a funeral: her old cat had died and she had buried it in President Koivisto’s hat box in the yard of her sommer cottage. I am absolutely sure that President Koivisto has never heard this story.
Ladies and gentelemen!

Let me propose a toast to the members of the organizing committee of our Conferment Ceremony!

Let us hope that no one loses his or her hatbox and no one’s cat dies during the next few days!
