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Linguistic (Un)reality in Contemporary
Bosnia and Herzegovina

This paper is a preliminary report on my research in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, a country with three official languages, Bosnian, Croatian, and
Serbian. | wanted to find out how the present linguistic situation influences
the students of Bosnian, Croatian, and Serbian philology and their
perspectives after graduation. | placed the emphasis on what young people
about to graduate think about the language policy in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and what they think about the new trends in the language they
study. | asked about the other languages in Bosnia and Herzegovina as well,
and what brought about this linguistic situation in their country, and finally,
where this all will lead to. I thought that it was important to investigate what
they thought of possible solutions; what, in their view, could be done to
Improve the situation; and what are the realistic chances of qualitative
changes in the linguistic situation of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Birth of Bosnia and Herzegovina

In the early 1990s, as the result of the disintegration of Yugoslavia, a
number of new states were founded. Autonomy and independence was first
declared by Slovenia, then by Croatia, and finally by Macedonia in 1991.
Bosnia and Herzegovina did the same in 1992. The independence of
Montenegro was declared much later, in 2006—this was the result of the
dissolution of a common state called Serbia and Montenegro. Kosovo,
which was not a republic but an autonomous province of the former
Yugoslavian federation, declared its independence from Serbia in 2008.

The period of war in Bosnia and Herzegovina lasted from 1992 to 1995
(in Croatia from 1991 to 1995). The war ended in Croatia after Croatian
military and police operations and in Bosnia and Herzegovina after
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bombings by NATO and military operations by joint Croatian and Bosniak
forces against the Serbs.

In November 1995, a tripartite peace agreement was brokered in Dayton,
USA, between the Croats, the Serbs, and the Bosniaks (represented by the
heads of states: Franjo Tulman, Slobodan Milogevil, and Alija Izetbegovil).
The peace deal, called the Dayton Agreement, was signed by the three
parties a month later in Paris. The Dayton Agreement divided Bosnia and
Herzegovina into two parts called “entities”: the Federation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina (which is controlled by the Bosniaks and Croats) and the
Republic of Srpska (controlled by the Serbs). There is also a special
administrative unit, Brlko District, jointly administered by the three
nationalities.

Map of Bosnia and Herzegovina
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