
 
 

CURRICULUM VITAE: LAAKSONEN SALLA-MAARIA 

1. Personal details 
Name:                    Laaksonen, Salla-Maaria 
OrcID:                   0000-0003-3532-2387 
Date of CV:           Dec 4, 2023 

2. Degrees  
• 25.2.2021 Title of Docent, Communication, Uni of Helsinki Faculty of Social Sciences 
• 29.8.2017: Dr. Doc. Sc., Uni Helsinki, Faculty of Social Sciences, Media and Communication studies 
• 17.9.2008: M. Soc. Sc., Uni Helsinki, Faculty of Social Sciences, Media and Communication studies 

(graded eximia) 

3.  Current employment 
• 1.6.2021- University (Senior) Researcher, Centre for Consumer Society Research, Uni Helsinki (3rd 

level position, tenured) 
• Research Fellow in HELDIG: Helsinki Centre for Digital Humanities; Centre for Social Data Science at 

Uni Helsinki; CoCoDiGi Research Group, Uni Jyväskylä; Digital ESP at Aalto University 

4. Previous work experience (academic) 
• 1.6.2018-31.5.2021 Postdoctoral researcher, Centre for Consumer Society Research, Uni Helsinki 
• 1.3.-1.5.2020 Visiting Associate Professor, Organization Studies, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. 
• 1.1.2017-31.5.2018 Postdoctoral researcher, Media and Communication/Centre for Consumer Society 

Research, Uni Helsinki 
• 15.4.-15.6.2018 Visiting Research Fellow, Institute for Media and Communication Studies, Freie 

Universität Berlin 
• 7.1.2010–31.12.2016 Grant Researcher, PhD Candidate, Project Researcher Media and Communication 

Studies, Uni Helsinki 
• 21.9.2010 – 31.5.2020 Part-time lecturer, Uni Helsinki Open University. 

5. Research funding and grants  
• Principal Investigator: 2024: ReDime: Roadmap towards resource-wise digital media (49.000eur, Media-

alan kehittämissäätiö); 2022-2024 SODA: Fluid Organizing on Digital Platforms (Finnish Foundation for 
Economic Education, 200.000eur); 2020-22 Unconventional Communicators in the Corona Crisis 
(Vaihtoehtoiset viestijät koronakriisissä, Helsingin Sanomat Foundation, 99.000eur); 2022 ERBIT 
Environmental Responsibility of BigTech network (HSSH/Uni Helsinki, 15.000eur); 2018 KAUTE 
Foundation grant in a special call for Algorithms and AI: Organizing in Data Analytics (10.000eur). 

• Project Coordinator and design: 2016–17 SSMA Smarter Social Media Analytics (Tekes, 440.000eur, PI 
M. Jauho); 2015-16 Digivaalit 2015 (Helsingin Sanomat Foundation, 100.000eur, project designed and 
coordinated with M. Nelimarkka. PIs M. Villi and M. Turpeinen). 

• Participation in application design: Influpol: Influential politicians, political influencers (Helsingin 
Sanomat Foundation, 150.000eur PI E. Pöyry, 2022-2023); POHU Political humor (Kone Foundation, 
190.800eur, 2022-2024 PI J. Herkman), MAPS: Media platforms and social accountability (AoF, 
480.000eur, PI M. Pantti, 2021-2024); HYBRA Racisms and public communications in the hybrid media 
environment (AoF, 698.828eur, Consortium PI K. Nikunen, 2016-2019); Media2 (Helsingin Sanomat 
Foundation, 300.000eur, PI P. Aula, 2011-2012) 

• 2012, 2013, 2014 Doctoral grants (Finnish Foundation for Economic Education, 50.000eur) 

6. Research output  
• Total number of publications: 85. Full list available in the Tuhat portal 

https://researchportal.helsinki.fi/fi/persons/salla-maaria-laaksonen/  
• Invention disclosure IPID1880: Crossmedia agenda and influence analytics, 2016, Aalto Uni (Nelimarkka 

& Laaksonen) 
• Educational resource: Toolkit for Digital Methods wiki site at https://wiki.helsinki.fi/display/TDM/  

Ten selected publications:  
• Laaksonen, S-M., Koivukoski, J., & Porttikivi, M. (2022). Clowning around a polarized issue: Rhetorical 

strategies and communicative outcomes of a political parody performance by Loldiers of Odin. New Media 
& Society, 24(8), 1912-1931. https://doi.org/10.1177/1461444821989621  

https://researchportal.helsinki.fi/fi/persons/salla-maaria-laaksonen/
https://wiki.helsinki.fi/display/TDM/
https://doi.org/10.1177/1461444821989621
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• Nelimarkka, M., Laaksonen, S-M., & Semaan, B. (2018). Social Media Is Polarized, Social Media Is 
Polarized: Towards a New Design Agenda for Mitigating Polarization. In DIS '18: Proceedings of the 2018 
Designing Interactive Systems Conference (pp. 957-970). ACM. https://doi.org/10.1145/3196709.3196764  

• Laaksonen, S-M. & Porttikivi, M., (2021). Governing with conversation culture – Conditioning 
organizational interaction in a digital social movement. Information, Communication and Society. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/1369118X.2021.1873401  

• Laaksonen, S-M., Koivula, M., & Villi, M. (2022). Mediated by the giants: Tracing practices, discourses 
and mediators of platform isomorphism in a media organization. New Media & Society. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/14614448221122220  

• Laaksonen, S-M.; Nelimarkka, M; Tuokko, M. & Marttila, M.; Kekkonen, A. & Villi, M. (2017). Working 
the fields of big data: Using big-data-augmented online ethnography to study candidate–candidate 
interaction at election time, Journal of Information Technology & Politics 14(2), 110-131. doi: 
10.1080/19331681.2016.1266981 

• Ojala, M. M., Pantti, M. K., & Laaksonen, S-M. (2019). Networked publics as agents of accountability: 
Online interactions between citizens, the media and immigration officials during the European refugee 
crisis. New Media & Society, 21(2), 279-297. https://doi.org/10.1177/1461444818794592 

• Laaksonen, S-M. & Lambotte, F. (2021). The communicative constitution of organizational memory. In 
Joëlle Basque, J.; Bencherki, N. & Kuhn, T. (Eds.), The Routledge Handbook of the Communicative 
Constitution of Organizations (ISBN: 9780367480707). 

• Laaksonen, S-M., Pantti, M., & Titley, G. (2020). Broadcasting the Movement and Branding Political 
Microcelebrities: Finnish Anti-immigration Video Practices on YouTube. Journal of Communication 
70(2). doi:10.1093/joc/jqz051 

• Laaksonen, S-M., Haapoja, J. J., Kinnunen, T., Nelimarkka, M., & Pöyhtäri, R. (2020). The Datafication of 
Hate: Expectations and Challenges in Automated Hate Speech Monitoring. Frontiers in Big Data, 3, [3]. 
https://doi.org/10.3389/fdata.2020.00003 

• Huhtamäki, J., Olsson, T. & Laaksonen, S-M., (2020). Facilitating Organisational Fluidity with 
Computational Social Matching. In Lehtimäki, H., Uusikylä, P. & Smedlund, A. (Eds.), Society as an 
Interaction Space: A Systemic Approach (pp. 229-245). Cham: Springer. http://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-
15-0069-5_11  

7. Research supervision and leadership experience  
• Doctoral students: four supervisees at Uni Helsinki; four 2nd supervisor positions at Uni Jyväskylä, Uni 

Tampere and Aalto Uni, five Thesis Committee positions at Uni Helsinki 
• Opponent for PhD defenses in Uni Turku and Copenhagen University; external pre-examiner for three 

theses (Uni Jyväskylä, Uni Oulu, Uni Turku) 
• Master level: Five supervisees in total, Social sciences and Consumer Economics, Uni Helsinki (2020-

2023) 
• Project Leader in projects: SODA, UnCoCo, ERBIT; WP leader in AoF project MAPS (2020-

2024); Coordinator of projects SSMA and Digivaalit 2015. 

8. Teaching merits  
• University pedagogy training (25 ECTS, 2019-2022, Uni Helsinki) 
• Teaching and planning various courses in the field of digital social sciences at Uni Helsinki since 

2010: 454hrs bachelor level, 215 hrs. master level, 256 hrs. doctoral level, Finnish/English 
• Edited book on online research methods (Otteita verkosta, Vastapaino, 2013) 
• Invited guest lectures and keynotes in several Finnish universities, Lund University, University of 

Innsbruck, Freie Universität Berlin, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, Waseda University. 

9. Awards and honours 
• 2023 Best Paper Award of the 2nd Annual Conference of the Finnish Academy of Marketing  
• 2022 the Best Paper Award of the SComS: Studies in Communication Sciences journal 
• 2019 Recognition for exceptional performance by the Faculty of Social Sciences 
• 2018 Best Paper Prize at the Internet, Politics and Policy conference, Oxford Internet Institute. 
• 2010 3rd best paper of the Round Table discussions in 14th International Conference on Corporate 

Reputation, Brand, Identity and Competitiveness, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

9. Other key academic merits 
• LERU Open Science Ambassador at the University of Helsinki 2023- 

https://doi.org/10.1145/3196709.3196764
https://doi.org/10.1080/1369118X.2021.1873401
https://doi.org/10.1177/14614448221122220
http://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-15-0069-5_11
http://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-15-0069-5_11
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• 2019-2022 Ethical Advisor of European Research Council projects RISE_SMA (University of Duisburg, 
DE) and ImagiDem (Uni Helsinki, FI) 

• 2022: Member of the Redding Dissertation Award committee, Organizational Communication Division, 
ICA 

• 2019-2023 Invited member of the Young Academy Finland (Nuorten Tiedeakatemia) 
• Nordmedia Organization, Communication and Society division vice chair 2013-17, chair 2017–22 
• Conference organizing: Rajapinta ry. unconferences 2017-19; AoIR 2017 preconference: Less Hate in 

Politics!; Program committee memberships: ICA 2022 Regional Conference on Computational 
Communication in Central and Eastern Europe, #SMSociety (2019-20), Social Informatics conference 
(2018), Finnish Media Studies Conference (2006) 

• 2019-2020 Rajapinta ry. (Association of social scientific studies of ICT, Finland), President (2019-2020), 
Vice President 2017-18, founding member. 

• 2011–2017 Board member, Finnish Media and Communication Research Association MEVI ry. 
• Editorial boards: Media and Communication, 2019-, Review Editor for Organizational Communication in 

Frontiers in Communication 2022-; Media & viestintä 2022- and Sub-Editor 2011-12; Think Open blog 
2020-, Rajapinta blog Chief Editor 2021-, ProComma Academic editorial board 2023- 

• Edited special issues for Media and Communication ("New Forms of Media Work and Its Organizational 
and Institutional Conditions", 2022); Informaatiotutkimus ("At the Boundaries of Digital Social Sciences", 
2021) 

• Communication Research Centre CRC, Member of the Steering Group 2012-2013. 
• Reviewing for journals and conferences, e.g.: New Media & Society; Communication Research;  

Information, Communication and Society; International Journal of Strategic Communication, Social Media 
+ Society; Journalism Practice; Human-Machine Communication; Politiikka; Media & Viestintä; 
PLOSONE; CSCW, CHI, HICSS, ICA, ECREA. 

• Application reviews: European Research Council, the Swiss National Science Foundation, the Swedish 
Academy of Science. 

12. Scientific and societal impact 
• Expert member in VEN – The Council of Ethics for Communication Finland (2020-2023), Vice President 

in 2023 
• Active science communication on media and on social media; over 4,000 Twitter followers 
• Various public lectures given in popular events (e.g. Studia Generalia, Night of Science, Tieteen päivät – 

The Science Forum) 
• Professional communication training for companies (via e.g. Palmenia, HY+, ProCom) 
• Collaborations with NGOs and Finnish ministries, including a report on the Uses Social Media Analytics to 

the Prime Minister's Office Finland (2019), Prime Minister's Office Finland Covid-19 Research Reports 
committee (2022) 

• Science communication training and a published book on science communication (Faktat nettiin, 
Gaudeamus, 2019) 

• Award Committee member for ProCom Communication Awards 2022 
 


