nomasunnise WOFrKing the
Environment:

History, Loss and Its legal Implications among
the Mengen of East New Britain

in ths article | will dicuss e mnnecion beiween the emimnment and history smuong the Mengen, a
peogle Iiving i the East Kew Britam province of Papua Bew Guines, whess | conducted theee months ol
preparatoey fiefdwork in the susmes of 2007, & will be seen, place in the environment of the Mengen is
significant in guestons of landeswnerskep and fogging, which e contzil pelitical gueikinn sday, sipe-
cially in Eher pariamentary eletions Beld in lme 2007, Alss, space asd the eaviranment bald intesest fu
the srte and aampanies, Bt justin s of eoomomical benafit, butingeestions Boe vontepl and manige-
mient, which ere espeoaty viskle im road buiding, In fact, the management aad the reation of a “legibi
eastimament™ iy of ceptral importande o the sats, Hence, the contact beiween the locals, mmpanies
i the siane is physically acted in asd on che envimnment. On the other hand the svimnment i gho
te spbject of the disloque between thise toee acor, since all partes |2y sometimes anflcong dams
inthe emisment.

Im order o gacher marerial for my Master's thests on the politics and effecs of Ing-
ging and other natural resource exrrscion in Papua Mew Guinea, 1 did three months
of fieldwork in Papua New Guinea from the end of May anil the end of Augus

| Sooo 1904, 11, H!,"Ifg‘lhr pirelrnimsem” Senir el io dn oo rodimees il ciil lrrruu|r'||u||.q_h!
il “tead” by geverinmen (or conguay) aiflcial wich the e of sandsdard muummem, nup
oL Crearing o begibde covimnmens ireplves oo saly ihe crnion of apE [T} Pl|tlllﬂ.h‘.\r
miborypratbons, beai ol s Fh;,uh'j"mmhﬂ_p?dl.u the ceanen of munneculinsl feeciin lor loiewery,
i ichsecliand Srddde, ol ene

Lihide 208§ WingeitHT g



The main locacion of my feldwork was a small village (VILLAGED) of show 180
inhabitants in the souchern part of "Wide Bay (se2 Map 1) oo the east coast of Mew
Brivain island, the largest sland of the Bamarck Archipelagn, The willagers were
predominancly Mengen, bur connecrions with the neighbaring Sulla pecgple are fre-
guent, For example in the form of intermarriages. My main methed was participang
observatbon, which nweant participating as acrively as possible in the village e, This
meant comrmenal work in neighbaring villages and wark in the subsistence gardens,
such as building fences, clearing new gardens and so forih. Much of my material is
hased on notes ook durlng the everyday conversarions with people and iy owm
ohservations. On che Mih of June 207 theee were also parlamentary elecions in
Papua Mew Guinea, which allowed me 1o observe campasgning by supportes of
different candidares and discuss pofitics with prople.

Along wish participating it everyday life, | conducted recorded strscared ar
semi-stmicrared Interviews among the Inhabitann, During my sty b the sllage, |
conducred 25 incerviews with mastly inhahitanes af VILLAGED and one man fram
a nrighboring villsge. Among the people intervicwed, were a focal land mediator,
members of a local conservation asseciation, suppomers of differens parllamentary
candidares and so on. During my may in the Kakapo, the provincial capial of East
Mew Britain, and Pon Moneshy, the capital of Papua Mew Guiinea, | Bvervicwed Bour
members at different MG,

Meaning and History in the Mengen Environment
The Mengen number abear 100 00 persons™ and they inhabiz the coast around
Jacquines Bay and the sourhem pan of Wide Bay (see Map 1), The majoriy of the
Mengen are subsistence Frmers pracricing swidden caltivation of mosty mbers,
sich & varo, vam and sweet potato, While the majoricy of te ishabitanis of VIL-
LAGET are subsistence gardeners, many have alsa a high formal educarion, such
ax univerdiny degrees {one mhabitam), degrees from teecher’s colleges (abowt five
inhahiranrs) or agricularal education provided by non-governmental organizations.
iy young men work alse as migrant laborers in other pares of Mew Briin,
Fwidden or shifting cubtivagion knvolves clearing of gardens iivio the Fosest, Fences
are buile arcaind the gardens from the cleared crees and the resc af the imees and dried

4 The census daw a0 Mengen b had se find and somewhor mediabde. The number given beve is o very
rrugh cxtinmtion bused os the coru chesa by Panall (1560, 1) who geveen 5 DG ax the populaiion sz
of the Menges in che lam 19600, an the Summer Bsminme of Linguimice, which gives the mamber
B 00 o rhe pear 1981 Maes peceir dats wes mod ivillable.
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unsdergroavth bs burned thas increasing the feriliey of the soil.* Gardens {see Image 1)
art culrivared for abour one year, afier which they are ahandoned 1o regenerate the
forest, which can be cleared for & new parden afier five to seven years. Shifting culii-
vatbon, while as such ecologically suscinahles, rexjulres rebatively large areas of land
snd many villagers with whom | ralked perceived population growth as a potensial
saurce of kand scarcity and conflices. In addition 1o food, the environmenr provides
still moday much of the material needed for houses,

R Adapird i e s o R ol Lowote £ Phovial pluce, Wishgusn Hitw

Mg 1. The diswibstion of sosds and villages in Easr Mew Hrimin Trovinee,

3 Vamall 1963, 25
® Panndl §55, I,
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The environment and subsisrence iz Hoked e che Mengen conception of time and
histary, Michel Panoff? has shown how che Mengen divided the year inte months
that can be equated with the seasanal vaclation of cenain mees, This "village cal-
endar” [itender bidomg pler®) is soill used by the Mengen, o the excent that it was
systemnearived some years ago and is now mught in primsary schooks o children. Ac-
cording to the villagers 1 interviewed, the village calender must be followed in order
o gain 4 good harvest, The envivonmesne and particulady the trees are a way of
rechaning ime, for example an older man whom [ was imerviewing abaar klsrory
iized the growrh of coconur tress v cownr the Bow of years.

Fiusr besides counting rime and metaphorically concepruslizing hismory, which ac-
carding to Panoff™ equated with & tee and s growth. the enviranmenr alw “doc-
wmsenis” bismory This reveway spatializaicn of history seems 1o be analogous 1o
the process Alan Bumsey describes in Australia and New Cadnea saying thar ihe
patialization of knowdedge |..] goer bnd in hand with knowiedpe about plover™®.
Seoart Kirsch has argued thar for the Yonggom peaple living in central Mew Guine
individual Tife histories arc inscribed it the envirenment in recognlzable mraces
produced by the wirk of people, such as felling of rrees or clearing of gardens. Thus
the lendscape holds “mermrries off the poar ©* According o my own csperience this is
the case alio among te Mengen, as will be shiwn below

Indeesd. human scrien is Hoerally inscribed everywhere in the Mengen envinon-
meni. Trees along paths bear an cver growing number of marks chopped with bush
kmives by people, especially young men and bays, walking o their daily acrivivies.
This habic did noe have “any special sgnificance” according o the buys densclves,
bt it helped me w recognize the sometimes bess than clear paths. The human acrion
is nat just seen in thess iivial marks, bar for sxample the Mengen teominclogy on
differens forest rypes seems o incorporate the aspect of human wodk,

The ward gurfore (m) is equivalent o the English rerm forest and 4 general rerm
with no gpecific conmmarions, Howerer, purfan covers four woads thar all deseribe
variuas types of Forest with emphasis on the sge and use of the forest,

T Panalf 190496, 154

6 Texi in sinilee 1 Tek Paiin. the lispponis Franiaca ufl |'q.||].| Feew Uiubneck The bacal !JFFHH Mlergen i aluw
inn iupers Fellorwend by ={mil”,
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L. papdis {m); refers oo secandary Forest ar bush thar sgams o giow i gackens
after they are abandoned, Fecognized as former garden area. Ar this stage ng
new gardens can be clearsd.

2, madaap (m): secambary forest thar grows in abandoned gardens. I ls
distinguished froam papl through the size and type of trees. Cerrain rres
species stare to grow in size and thas replace other species vpleal o
secondary forest or paplii. Recognized as farmer garden and rraces of human
work, like tree stumps or ax marks, swill visible, After about at least five years
afier alundoning the garden, a new one can be cleared again st the same spat

A this stage the forest has grown from paplii to miaap.

3. dowen (mk: Primary forest, glossed as "virgin forest”™ by some Mengen. Iz not
seen anymore 3s 4 former garden, even though afier a "long” time
secondary forest can tam again ince viegin forest. Distinguished from papdi
and mizgp through the type and size of trees: in the virgin forest trees are of
different speciss and considersbly bigger than in secondary forese. Also,
wisibility is berter in the virgin Forest, because of the sime of trees and lack of
dense undengrowth, & opposed 1o primany o secondary forest, Traces of
human acion are visible, because peaple garher various marerials from che
farest, Trails ae abse marks of human action in the forest,

4. oot som (m): the definitions for this carepery were somewlan vague, bt it
refers 1o forest growlng on mountain mnges, with poorer vegerarion due o
the less fertibe land and poor Fauna, In some definitions foom som was
distingiulslved from ather orpes of foress due o cthe lack of any ivisike)
human action. Cine informant abso sabd thar if peaple were ta starn using chis
kind of forest, it woukd change o loom,

As apparent in the forea cerminalogy, grear emphasis is put en tie social aspect
of the enviranment tls is visible marks of human work, The first owo ems ae
directly linked 1o the garden, since this type of Farest would not exis withaoar human
action. The thind term, while meaning the actual rainforest, Incorpesares wo wide a
range of recognized human activiry, whereas the fiurth one is distinguished precisely
by the lack of it. When walking with my Mengen fricnds. 1 was often pointed sut
marks of human work, for examiple who had cus keaves For roofs where, who had
cleared the particular rradk and so on.
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In addirion s this, the Mengen environment consises of different cypes of named
places of differens significance, These place names are either “only names”, refer 1o
a snary of anecderte thar had happened in the distant and somerimes in the mythical
past on shar spor or the names described the landscape, Many of the named placss
were abandoned vilkages and In Fact the general Menpen rerm ks (m) refers 1o an
abandoned village,

Same places, sich as springs, rivers, cermain rocks enc., are sid 1o be inhabited by
spiries {mvnear]. The macalel are in themaclves neither good nor evil, bt dangenmas
var thisse whe fail 1o show respect and may cause sickness or accidents 1o mespassers.
Fuman interaction wirh the maiales is however possible. Fareipn people hould be
introduced 1o spieles by the bocals, new places can be found, for example if one gets
sick or has 4 dream of 4 sl upon visiting a bocation and the masalei can be for-
mally askied vo beave a sice by persons who know how to ineeract with them, so thar
it can be wsed for 4 new garden or village, Even some sub-clans are said o seem from
maralai women whom humans have adopred as their children. In my apinion this
shows that masaled places indicare thar people have a social relationship with their
enviranment and more specifically char people arach meanings w specific s in
their environment, know amil appeeciare them.

Along with individual action and |ie histories, also clan hisaries are visible in
the environment, The abandaned villages are by no means forgotten and they are
important marks of clan hisrosies.  Mengen clans know cheir hisory in form of
genealogies and stories, mosdy aboae the argin and movement of the clan or of
tesdivichsal elders and ancestors, called sumbuma in Tok Pisin, These sari bilong rum-
fmna hobd also infirmation abour named places in the environment: what villages
did a clan inhabit o found, where did some ancestors sertle, from which plant were
mythical ancestors bom, where were old gardens locared evc. Aned viee versa chis
lafurmation Is abse evident in the landscape, Old and long since abandaned villages
are recogmized through the trees that the ancesiors had planted, such as the arees
Palms dhat bear the constantly consumed bered nur and other cltivared plants that
are signs of human scrivicg®®,

Ihe inteslinked stories of clan descen and the founding of villages form inded
3 hiszory [even though different than the Westermn conception of "hisary®), since it
faems a general consensus and the “rraditional record” of clan migrations etc. can be
checked through inguiries', Today, these histories are a focus of much arention and

14 ber abm Panod L 60h. 164
15 Panod 19650, ok
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they are beig Inguired and documenzed by the Mengen chemselves, becanse they
are cenral evidence for the ownership of clan lands, Acconding 1o the begislation of
Fapua Mew Guinea, land is communally owned by che maditional landoaners under
customiary land tce?, However who these caditional landowners are, is in mios
cases nat specified and che land dreas are not ceglstered 2, Accosding 1o the Mengen,
iin the past there were no of fewer dispunss over landoamership and these are mostly
caised by "development” {developrean), ie. rvalties fram logging oporations and
cash-cropping. Dispute cises are sewtbed an varioos levels by land mediators, who
hear biogh sides and consider che evidence given by both pamies

Dhue oo theese dispures clan histories can scmetimes become guarded secres. Be
cause clan histories are one form of evidence of landownership, some people worry
ahosur the pessibiling thar caber dans mighr “dissort™ che starkes fur theic own benefis,
Snme dan members wold thar they woulbd reveal the troe clan hiscosies In their total-
ity anly in conirr cases to neural ousidens. becsuse they have no ingerests in clan
landds Far sway: The infermarion you plee ot ahoit your anceerors, all ather peapile cam
sws Evir Enformation drd B i dround Sore prople are feconning clever their days, The
exeivani of befare in no wmaee, That' sby people dow's ke ro discler cheir fyformution, for
rhy fear pf thar W - woman, MGU-warker, W vears (10,08, 2007, Kologol

Roads and legible environments

The Staee®™ has abso an ineress in the environment and the medificarion af i
This incerest is nor purely econamical, such as the extracion of natural resowrces,
bur alzs adminisceative, since the State needs 4 standardized and egible enviran-
ment, like standardized clrizens and an administrable social life?®, The Sate has
o mansge and administer much larger entities, boch envirenmental and saclal,
than local commuinitles. The local wavs of sceing the enviranmenr suir the local
needs, bt are aften oo complex and o hererogeneous for che State; as are local
pracrices of social interaction®”. These processes are oo manifold and they have o

I2 Filer 199E, 30

13 Filer 199E. 50,
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limage 2. Legible environmenas: Boads and plammanions on the sankioes: of Bokopao, the
ylmenisicative |.:||.|||'.l| Faar Mew Britaln Preslnce.

he simplified and sandardized, in vrder to be easily comparable, legibde and s
adminiszrahle.

I & very comcrere way Hids process of abstracrion is visible in che “sciennific foresi-
" bomm in Hch cenmury Prussial®. A Arse che abseraction was done on a concepiual
scale by “ignaming” those aspeoiz of the forest thn were nod economacally inceesting,
bt ehie bogical ourcome was thar somial forest became managed in chis way?®, The
product was 3 monoculienal and even-aged fosese, 3 “weanty erringed comieree [
af mwirnce ™™, According to Scoir® this proccss has o beseen as 8 par of a larger
concext, chat of cenralized stave-making. In Mew Britain, especially in Wese Mew
Borfrain Provinee, but alse inceessingly in the castern provinee, oal-palm plantageons
form srandardized and monooulmical envimnmens (ses [rn:ge 23,

Raads and roed-buikding are impomant things oo bear in mind when discussing
spariad and environ mengal concepriong and the mrn‘lrljng of the enviranment. The
significance of roads is exsily fargorten in places where they are mken for graneed

18 Booos 1999, 11
19 So0na 1998, 14,15
) Seco B0, 15,
L1 Boom 1UH, 14,
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and where they are an integral and almoss nataral (or meunlized) par of the land-
scape. In adddition to this, roads are also ecessary for any kind of nanisal cesource
eanraction and chey are an essensial pan of the infrascoucoure needed by the state and
cOmpanies.

Fosds reform in 4 very conceets fashion the envicanment inte the “legible” grid
needed by soaes?, Moceover, rmad-building is 2 way of connecring (aind submitting)
cermain areas more closely under the sphiere of the Stae. Az fames Fergason®? hag
shown, read-building ks not fust a rechnical operation, bur thar it may have srong
palivical effecrs. Ferpuson uses as an eample 2 seemingly unsoecessiil “develop-
meni” praject operating in Lesotho during the 1980 The project didd nos miser jis
ks, baun through rechnical improvements, such as roads and other services, the anea
in question was ried more closdly to the state, for example becawse the read made the
area more accesible o the miliary, which indesd increased It presenice in the areg,
I Easr Mew Bricain roads are now a cenral question srangly celated oo questions
ahowr the stare, lndownership and even ethnicity,

[n East Pomis, the area Inhabired by the Mengen, as well as nearly everywhere
else in Easr Mew Briain, roads farm a peculiar private infrastruciere. Around the
pravincial capital Kokopo there is an extending road neowoark, which however does
ot resch very far ro ogher parts of East Mew Brimain. Elsewhere in the provinee roads
are noa ahsent, bar they are not conneceed o the limited nersork around Kekopo,
o to anything e for thar marcer (see Map L) Mast of the roads in East Mew Brit-
sin are nac buailr by the government, bu by private logging companies, such as the
Malaysian Rimbunan Higau aperating in the Baning arcas and irs subsidiaries like
Miu Giand Lumher operating in East Fomic?®.

These roads seem to mun fram nowhere to nowhere. They conmect the cosst with
logping areas and aften run thiough small villages. This nerwork is anly remponany:
afver logging aperatwms ceam in a given area, the roxl & abandoned by the company,
ot maintaiied and csly damaged by the hesvy rains during the wet seasan, Rridg-
& huilr by the company suffer the same fte. Even though the locals use the roads,
where convenient, they serve llmost cxclusively the companies operating in the anea.
They are private Infrascrucure budle for a single purpase, namely the transporatton
of rimber, and thus very differens From the mosd oetworks built by states, althouph
in pracrice pevernment foads in PR are nog alwavs much bener.

I3 Seawmi 1998 4

13 Forgnoes |95, 253,
34 Ferguaca 1996, 253
15 Pajdio 7915, 30,
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‘The rowd nerwork arcund the capial and in general the more “developed” in-
Frassrucrure in Tolad areas, e nosth in the Gazelle peninsula, s a legacy ol colo-
pislism, because the adminisrasive aress and planmacions were and sill are locared
there, In Ferguson's account of road-buikding in Lesotho the roads come a5 mere
*hy-products” of a development project and advance the grip of the sare almost un-
paticestdy, The siosarion in East Poemio is very different. Road-building is & ceniral
IH;:IlTiuI question much debared by the inhabiants themselves. Faul Thonsen, the
M of Pomio distrko, advocates the so called “1E-awas  Inrepraced Praject”,
which sims ro connecs the logging roads arcuncd Ui {Baining aread amd Wawas (Sul-
ka-Mengen) and thus the Pomio arc with the road nerwodk of Kokopo and laer
Kimbe, the provingial capical of West Mew Britain. o is an “inregraged” projec,
siice it incorporares roxl-building, logging and the establishment of wil-palm plan-
racions, According 1o the plan, bgging companies baild rthe rosds, harvess fimber
and afrer chis is done, plancations are esmblished on the cleared areas. The aim &
i save government funds by bering the companies build roads and it is loped
that roads will be malotalned woo by privare funds, since it & in the interest of the
plantation owners,

The majority of the villagers with whom | ralked, were In favor of the moad sk,
sinece i was hoped thar a toad 1o Kokope would exse chie financial singasion, oo
much agriculiral produces froan che villages as well & cash crops like cocoa and
cora) coukid Be sransponed 1w che marker, Despire the positive artinedes, mest wers
also afraid char a madlink wauld being problems, mostly radkel?” and ather suspi-
cious people from tsns, Same villagers, mostly men i ther 305, were highly erin-
cal of roads buile by the company, because of their limived durshility and the gos-
ernment’s suspecred inability and uowillingness o maintain the roads. Alsa, since
ehie wilkigers do nor ave cars, noc can they afford thoss in che near fumre, reads and
their maintenance wers seen by some as useless waste of maney,

Ferguson®™ has noted how the mads can bring tghter povernment comal, It
seemis thar in Eas Pomdo che maosre sceonger presence of the government is desired
by many, if the area is connected o the provincial capical: ¥ [the government)
mncit thimk abwur she commmurnivter and i man see quarterlies ov sometiing ke thay,

I [unng his e senn inon 2000 — 2007 4 suniines wader Pl Michod Somare and resdiead in che
2HIT ehecrsane with a gresr iy of vosee. A Meagen nignally fne Wasae o wnall vilage in de
Wile Bay arca of Bt Peania

L7 Bavied m 2 Todk Piudn senn e Ferang men engageal in cxiiminal aciivities wich ﬂH'I.#. Tage anil
minrder,

3 111le 1996, 2.
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parral baver... mew af law or police and she kind o fook into the eroubly [broughe by
roads). " - man, in his mid-3s (26,6, 2007, village in Pomio diswicr)

O the contrary, the main worry secms 10 be thar the romds will not bring wigh
them governmens conmal, bar juss the violence and moubdes from wwns, On the
other hand, the palice does nae sobely prevent vialence, bar all o aften some po-
licemen are the perpetrators of it For cxample, a conservation activist from the Lage
people (Pomio dismice, south of the Mengen areas) rold thar he was assaulied and
badly beaten by policensen, acconding to him acting on behalf of a logping com-
pany, Furthermore, people fram the village in which | was suated iold albsoae an
incident, where some armed pedicemen bad chrearened villsgers who were appased
b logping,

Ins relacion oo his descriprion of how sares crene stasdasdized and “kegilde” envi-
ronments, James 5o has noced char alsa large-scale capiralism cresies chis kind
of environments, According to him the scientific forestry, which “sw” the forests
from & purely urilitarian and economic podnt of view, served “he direer meedh of the
state™, This way of "seing” is even mare oypical 10 logging commpanies, which see
the environment from an even marmower economical poing of view than mvss maces.

But do companies in facy creare the same kind of standardized envirenment and
infrastructure a8 do sarest In East Pomio, as abready noted, the company infrastnc-
e is as narrow in s wses a5 ks the polnn of wiew which produced i The roads are
wemiporary and they form isolated “grids™ in the areas of inzerest to the companies.
In respanse to Scorn, fames Feguson™ has arpued that neoliberal capitalism in Fact
does nat prodece “national grids”, buc enclaves and "parchworks”, Indesd, capical
does ot flow, bae it "hops™ fram an usable area o anuther, skipping the “unusdble"
in beraeen®. Ferguson’s descriprion of all-companics bn At scems in general ap-
plicable also o logging companies in Exst Pamia,

Unril now the lopping companics have created whar seem o ke enclaves, even
thuugh much less excreme than che ail-enclaves in Afvica o Irag progected by razor
wire: anad armed guasds®, The logping-road network spreads asownd the bhase camps
of the companies, leaving acher arcas “off the grid”, Some Mengen villsgers were

I Sy e wapming o S ol il 18 10am e aliee . na giarenly o dnir e of patred bnc
ﬁ'ﬁu‘h’..ﬁml#_’uﬁurﬂh by boblad tman bap af rowhie say

3 Seom 199K, R

Ak Soxar 1998, 12
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34 Fergasen 200%, 581,
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very critical rowards chis privare infrasrucrure, calling the roads as mere tracks thar
will bt washed away by rins in siv months. Bur in some cases vhis kind of non-stase
infrasprocriere iz desined by some inlabitanes of Fas Mew Britain,

The Baining, an ethnic group Bving in the noothern parcs of East Mew Britain,
mwee close 1 the capital Kokopo than the Mengen, have opposed a roadlink chat
woisld connect them o the provinclal capiral®S, In Eass New Beitain the largest ech-
e prowg, the Tolai lving around the provincial capiral, have the greates polisical
and buresucraric influence, but are shore of land, Because of the land shorage, thers
3 2 constant demographic pressure from Kokopo wowards the sowthern parts of New
Eritain, a1 least sccording to Fajans*. The Baining have sold righrs ro logging com-
panées to work on their land and as 3 resalt of than the private logging infrastrucrure
exists also in Baining areas. The Baining have viewed these roads positively, precisely
becase they do mav conneo 1o a wider network and therefore the threar of Talai ser-
rlers is significantly lesser™. The Mengen seemed oo be less concerned about the eth-
nic tenstons bevween Tolads and other groups than abous crime in relation o moeds,
even though they are aware of the problemaric swation of lind shortage among che
Tiolai andd its implications o other groups af East Mew Briczin,

The infrastrucoure sination i East Pomio and acher pants of Eas New Britain, i
bess clear-cut than the scenarin described by Ferguson (2003). The logging-company
infraserscmune resernblbes in many ways the enclave-like infrasmcrure ool - pa-
mies, bur with the [i-Wawes plan there seoms 1o be a trade-off bebween companies
anel the state, in so far as the compandes ger logging concessions for which they
nesd wmill the approval of traditional bndowners, while the sace geos the desired
infrastrucrare ar fraction of the cosrrhe stare would have o pay if it were to build
the infrastructure alone. But the companies and infrasmucrure do nor advance the
coneral of che srare jus by making cee arcas more accesible, bae the infrastrcmare
ivsedl creares o need for the stare and s securiny providing Instnscons, 25 dee com-
mieng by the Mengen man well illusteates. And it is noc anly gang-crime shar makes
the state needed for the locals, i is abso the companies thar create this need. In casss
of company abuse or dispures creared by royabties from logging operations, the swate
cait be the anly level whers rhese probless can be solved.

In East Mew Brirain there are thres different levels of inframmuciure or ead ne-
winrks thar someimes intercede with esch other: there iy the state owned road ner-

35 Fujs 109, 200,
36 B 109, 20,
17 Fapps 1799, 20,
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work in the north around the capiral. che privatcly built emporary parchwork of
logging rosds around the province and thirdly, the local nerwork of pachs and warer.
ways. With the advent of plans like the 1li-Wawas -project, the distinction berween
preivate and state inframmucrure becomes increasingly blurred. On anorher level, the
lixcals incorparste the private logging roads into their own system of infrastructure,
5 in the case of the Baining for example, bur sometimes it also interferes with bocal
netwatk, destroying old trail nevwarks thus disodensing the locals.

Anarher aspect of the locl infrastructure thar needs ro be remembered are the
waterways, In East Poinio, all major discances are crossed by boat, whether lo i Vin-
rermal” movement from the villages o the larger cenvers of Palmalmal or Femio, or
from the villages 1o Kokopa, Even though the use of these "highways™ is very fuel-
intensive and thus expensive, it is perceived by some locals as an independent form
of eansporr: “There are other amd cheaper alternanives t ger develapment that don
pase any danger to us. Like the improwement of ports. Wi conld e only sea-tramipore
aried shore dirtaaer reged |10 the ports], ke s beve o VILLAGEL ™ man, 37 years
12.7. 2007, viﬂg«r in Pamio districr)

Alang with paths, the waterways form the bocal infrastructune that is in sonie cases
conteuing the orher rwo “buil from above” types of ranspart nenvork.

Environmental Destruction and the "Scenes of Loss”

The state and the companbes do nor juss produce environments legible from the
conter of paichworks of infrasructure, but in many cases they also destroy existing
enwironmenss, In Ease Mew Britain legging i nor dane sccording vo the characteris-
tics of sclentific foresry according o which the "Forest as an cconomic resource [is]
manaped efficiendy and proficably™ . Trees are not re-planred in wniformed ranks,
nor are there any foresters adminlsering and “reading” the forest®®. The Malaysian
companies operaging in Mew Britain and dhsewhere in Papua New Guinea car down
timber in rainforests and ance an area is desred of the valuable crees, it is abandoned
by the companies leaving the lopging roads unattended®, Accounts of company

A0 Hwiding 1722, 1.
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shuses in Papua Mew Guines are numerous*®, In conmmast to the homagenizing.
yet sustainahle scientific forestry, logging in East Mew Britain seems unsustainable
gnid eleseruetive natwral resowrce extraction, Only now, with the advent of the ever-
increasing oil-palm plancasions, does the grid-like and adminizmable and non-di-
verze environment exten ieself. Even though the end procduct of e tweo types of
processes might be enthrely different, the result can, and ofien I, in borh cases the
destrucrion of the local environment and infrascrsomne,

Lopging and other fwms of namaral researce extraction, oven though semdimes
supported by the locals themaelves, can threaten the local forms of subsisence. Log-
ging might decresse the number of wild animals making huntiong mere difficult,
the oil-palm plantastions ofven imgoverish the ground and polluce warers, Especially
the larer is an often fengonen paine thar mighe have far-reaching effecrs. This was
abso evident during roy stay in East Mew Bricain: the villages in which | stayed relied
sulely on thie rivers and coflected rain in verms of warer, Often aher the mins the riv-
eis were muddy anad 1 was caurioned oot to drink the water. The mins washed sail
lnosened by logging in the mountain: inte the rivers and the water was not pegable
even at the mouth of the river by the cosst,

The effects of erviconmencal descruction can however go far bevond quesions of
subsistence, even though they themszlves ane sxwemely Impormant, The Ok Tedd -mine
has radically changed the environment of the Yonggom's. The envimoment, made
unidensifiable by che mpacts af the mine, affects the Yonggom acoonding o Kirsch
i many different wayse on the ane hand the Yonggom find the radically chanped
enwircnment physically disorieming, because missing landmarks make moving in the
enviconment mose difficult, and alo due o the deamucion of the lndscape, thar s
connected o memory, the history af the saciery s in danger o be los™, Therefare
Kirsch calls the “empty” places destroyed by the mine as Sermer ofion ™95, The destroyed
envippnment represents, and In a very concrete way ir, the loss of history and lifesre,

The impaces of chese "scenes of loss” became concretely evident to me when walk-
ing in the Forest with two young men, imy bese fdemds fram the village, The ather
one, my adoprive brocher, is a hunter and koows the minforest vecy well, not ks,
bvawse it is his clan’s lamd area, by friends showed me around in the ferest, pointing
my attention io impemant things, such as a pokonous planes or abandoned willages
as we walked. Going further on cop of a dope we encountered an illegal byging road

A1 CELCOIH & ACF 2006, 0.
44 Kaeach JTHG, 180,
45 Kiesch 2000 194
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Enrage 5. Roa bilong kampanic The way of the company. An illegal logging road (s Fumis
discrict

34 Wt s do0g



ikt on my brather’s clan land during a land dispute some years before. Anather
i hael claimed the land arca and gramed the lopging company permission dn
aploraory logging: The case was disputed and after lengrhy processes involving
couirt cases in the provineil capical, my barachers clan had won the dispute and the
company left leaving behind the road thas lacked somcthing like a showly healing
scar [n the fosest {see lmage 3).

Gireatly impressed by miy brother's knowledge of the forest and his abiliny 1o move
fn it. | was surprised when we bost our way coming back from the wreck. He told
me thar he did not knew the exact snd shores way back, since the hogging road
bised destroped parrs of the mrail nerwork. “WVor evem tite ancestors {or elders: dégmam in
Tok Pisin] wsould recogmize she trails they themielver readed. " chaimed my brother and
my oaher friend agreed. After a while, my brorher picked p his route again and we
cratinued our journey, Following my friends making their way in the rainfore, |
ararted thinking abour the different, and in this case conflicring, levels of infrastrsc-
wwire an<l how for me the anly begihle and recognizable part of the forest, namely the
road, wias w0 disorienting o my frienls.

Bur the possible implications of environmental destruction dawned to nie saly
much later when [ was learning how land dispures are sentbed. As already menrioned.
chan histories snd knowledge shout the tdevant places in the area are nor just his-
maries af the sociery, but also evidonce for the ownenship of specific land aress, They
are evidence not only during the first step of land dispute sendement dhar i done by
Local Land Medistors in the villages, bat also in higher conert stages, where particu-
larly difficult disputes are sercled,

The shandoned villages, old graveyands and other places relevamt in land dispuze
cases are recognized through the visible markes of past human activity, such as plant-
el erecs erc. Whar happens when these are dessrayed. by a logging road for example?
by brosher lost his way in the forest, because the mad had destroyed same trails,
bt what would have happened If the road had been bulle on an abandioned village?
1 scked my brocher whas would happen if an ofd village ground were 1o be toully
cleared, He reminded me of the time we were last in the forest due ro the rosd and
pointed our thae the ahandoned village would not be recognizable anymare.

Conclusion

Larye scabe narural resource extraction and the esuablishment of oil-palm planations,
nonw a riging industry with bie-fsels being increasingly fashionable and demanded,
can beave people such as the Mengen, unable 1o coninue their eraclitiomal way of i,
Manetary incote 1 a problem for many: schoal fees, daily needs, sich 35 kerasene
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far lamps and so on, all cost money, which i cccasionally hard 10 come by Saill,
the Mengen are owiicrs of their kand, being nearly wially seli-sulficient in terms of
fired and hawasing, Even if they retain the tite for thelr land aress, bur the environ-
ment is radically changed, for cxample with the esablishmens of a plantation, the
Mengen may be transformed from low-income subsissence Farmers into poor rusal
profesariar, much less in control of their lives than now: Trs Bashkow has summed
up this concern precisely and chillingly: “Bur 1w the fang view, deveigpment doer poar
people livtly juitive §f in binds therm to @ (ife at vhe fwest rumge af western mpaeenity thay
exchamger the wealtlh af their oww cooltural formy for anly the lower-grade magpings of
western civilization: draken-grain sive and cavned mackerel ¥

Even though concerns about subsistence and economic survival are extremely
imposant and central, other aspects af environmental destructions should not be
forgoeeen, Especially, i such culourad, ideclogical and even religious factos ase again
deeply connecred o sconpamy and conteel, as i the Gase of landawnership among
the Mengen and elsewhere in Papua New Guines Kirsch calls the landscape “an
embodimens of memery™, And indeed, when history is inscribed in the lindscape,
the descnacrion of it is the destruction af the “documents” chan are evidence of the
hisvory. This can at it warst mean the loss of identicy and even culore, bue it mighs
have also more far reaching legal implications,

In the sinmaion of Fapua Mew Guincs, where land is owned by mosiby unspecified
“rraditional swners”, ownership has 1o be restified often, especially with hrge scae
neaural resource extraction, which has lead 1o e rise of regfstered land dispues.
The case of my brother’s clan is a good example of this. Places are, at least among the
Mengen, par of the evidence of the traditional ownership, also in formal cowrn sina-
rions where the disputes are setiled. and it boss mighr affecy the resule of the dispute.
Of course places are not the only evidence, bur given dhat “wraditioal knowdedge”
Is of central impormance in land dispute cases, the possible impaces of environmenral
desruction cught 1o be considered.

ety Basloons 2006, 18, Hailiboow's book b sendiive ared | | al msdemity did =
=] g thr Cholaiva poople of Pipos Mew Gainea than & applicable sa many ather pans

the coumry man
AT Kimch DOOG, 195,

8 PRt Livde 208



References
Rashlorw, [ra 2000 The Maaniag of Wiseevres: Reer o Miserin v the Olralivvst Ciabor! Wikl
|nkwersiny ol Chicage Mrem: Chicagn & Londen.

Cgneet fon Birvlronmennal Law sod Communiny Righis {UCELCOHR] and dssirallan Cousorvation
Fourdatinn (AU} 2000; Sulldaiag Mg Smvan Riphn A s Carragion in P Mo Cixineal
WM m fngunry Oinfine wemion: m&lﬂﬁ;}‘fﬂlﬂﬂ |Mﬂ1ﬂtﬂd T4 200
Fajarts, Jane 1998 Transforming Mamre, baking Coliune: Why the Baising e not Livdrorsennliag,
Barniboac, Samdra od.) Social Anabpis 42{5): fdmniy Marare and’ Caliw: Secialuy and Erodmemmi ie
Seelaerir 100 1027,

B [amnies 1590 [1994): The Ani-Polivics Machins: Therlspr ~ Oepiiii wmiad
Baravresk Foswr i Learde Linieeriey of Minseapalis Press Minoeapols & Londan,

Ferpuisn, Jenes 2005 Hetag like an odl-comgany’, dmenvae Anchnipeligur bl 107 Mo, 5 500%
3K

Fier, Colin wirh Sekhran, Pkt 1996; Logprm. Dasors and Kroanie Qv Palie ohar sl fir v
dad prepdr Mo 2 Pepae N Dmine. Bussell Tress Momingham,

Hﬂ.d”_ Eddvand 1992; Guavlico af Marosw Legnm.: T Seat an Clalipral pod’ Redvriéona Fooue m fiear
rpargin, Solvooon i, Sulbwimed fa parvin fulfidioent o e sequismiin o nbe Oropolit. dopre
[istvernty af Brpew, Erbvand Hviding: Besgen.

Kirsehe Sevrt DO Brvwne Asohropodegye Dudipranas Sashair of Sl amad Envinemmenal Belmiens by few
(= Srm=fund Linteeriny Pesx Sasdnl.

P, Francotse 19%64; Some Facrmn of Mamage Hosiculese’, Orsamis 40, 1988 20—51

Tarred], Michel 1905 faverwiba! Reluins o the Moo Feaply of Wew Beitiin. Mrae Cidara fesearcl

Paned®, Michel 1969 The Kmien of Time Among the Maenge People of Mew Brinin’, Enforedsgy bl £
N 3 Aped! TGS 153— LG,

Numsey, Alan 3001 ‘Inmeduction’ in Rurmaey A, & Weiner, |, (el Soglace M Space. Marain,
and Krisioloalge dn Adarigival Ausmal aw Fapus Mo Giviwes. Usiveriiny of Haewad'i P Honodula

SchiciSidin, E, 1 1997: Hinuey ssd ihe bue of the foesn on dbe Papuan plaica’. Booem, T & Py, A
e ) Awbropalapien’ Forven 1ol 7 (4 Clenpe aval Canflics i ibe Papud New Graives Lond and Beveure
Highyy 1997 575508,

Scnar, Jamen 1998 Repbag ik 2 Seore: Fiaat Crriain Sobenr e fapropr by Himm Conalivion Haze Faplnd
Yale Universiny Presi: Mew Hasen & London

Lihde 2008 | Vgt g



	page01.jpg
	page02.jpg
	page03.jpg
	page04.jpg
	page05.jpg
	page06.jpg
	page07.jpg
	page08.jpg
	page09.jpg
	page10.jpg
	page11.jpg
	page12.jpg
	page13.jpg
	page14.jpg
	page15.jpg
	page16.jpg
	page17.jpg
	page18.jpg
	page19.jpg

