Research data survey
@Kumpula geosciences

Results of a survey by Kumpula Campus Library in April
2013
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First, some background

» HU Library Research Data group 2011-
« Alibrary pilot project with Kirsti Korkka-Niemi’s

"Groundwater-surface water interaction at Lake
Pvhajarvi, SW Finland”

« The group was testing the new CSC IDA services




L]
%Who received the questionnaire?
L]

* The library made an initial assessment of the
research data situation in Kumpula

* The most acute and concrete need for support in
Kumpula seems to be in geosciences

« The questionnaire was sent to:
« The Department of Geosciences and Geography
* The Department of Physics

— Geophysics and Astronomy Division (astronomy excluded)
— Atmospheric Sciences Division
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[]
%Why, when, and how many?
[]

« The aim of the survey was to identify support needs
among researchers and to draw some conclusions
about the role of the library.

* The questionnaire was open for two weeks in April
2013.

« We received 52 answers, most (32) were from
Department of Physics.

« Approximately one half of respondents were
teaching/research personnel, slightly less than one half
were postgraduate students
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Claims regarding research data

« Seven claims (1 —7)
* Options:
« Completely agree
- Partly agree
» Partly disagree
« Completely disagree
« Cannot say

HELSINGIN YLIOPISTO
HELSINGFORS UNIVERSITET
UNIVERSITY OF HELSINKI www. helsinki.filyliopisto



1. My research produces data suitable for
reuse.
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2. I’'m sufficiently aware of existing services
for storing research data.
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2. I’'m sufficiently aware of existing services for
storing research data.

60.0% 1 « (Geoscientists agree
0% completely or at least
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non « Some physics dept
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3. The long term use and storage of my
research data has been secured.
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4. My research data does not need storing,
as it can be easily reproduced.
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5. The project I'm working with has a written
data management plan.
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6. The proprietary rights of my research data
are explicit.
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6. The proprietary rights of my research data
are explicit.

« (Geosciences dept: as a

350% -
whole, a more clear
30,0% - . .
picture about proprietary
25,0% rights
200% _ Geosciences * Physics dept: More
& geograph . . .
. ] Phgysicgs " diversity in answers —
. some are getting it, but
| Y4 of respondents cannot
50% - Say
0,0%

Completely Partly  Partly Completely Cannot
agree agree  disagree disagree say

HELSINGIN YLIOPISTO
HELSINGFORS UNIVERSITET
UNIVERSITY OF HELSINKI www. helsinki.filyliopisto



7. Data management costs are taken into
account by my research project.
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7. Data management costs are taken into
account by my research project.

« Similar answer
350% - distribution in general
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% Data management plan, data
organizing and storage

« Two questions (8 — 9)
* Options:
° yes
° Nno
« Two follow-up guestions
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8. You apply for funding for a new project. The
funding agency expects a data management
plan as a part of your application, but provides
no guidance for composing it. Do you know
where to get more information?
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8. What is the biggest problem with finding
the necessary DMP information?

(20 comments)

* Most respondents were unfamiliar with the
subject or they had not needed to tackle it in

practice.
* Those who had DMP experience, commented:

— It is difficult to guess how detailed the DMP should
be.

— It is not clear how long-term data storage is solved
after the project is finished.
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9. Do you wish your research data were
organised better and stored safely?
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Follow-up question:

If the answer is yes, what
support/guidelines/instructions
would you need.
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9. Do you wish your research data were
organised better and stored safely?
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9. What support/guidelines/instructions would
you need so that your data were organized
better and stored safely. (24 comments)

* The respondents wanted more info on e.g.:

« Research data management options (vs. the data is
currently on hard disks and external discs)

« Back-ups, safe storage and more storage media
- Data documentation
- Data search options and data access/usage rights

 More physical disc space, practical data archival
system with easy file saving, suitable structures for
storing complex data
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Open research data and directives
In University of Helsinki

« Two gquestions (10 — 11)
* Options:
« colleagues
« funding agency
* IT helpdesk
» research data expert at the library
« CSC
¢ someone else
* empty
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10. In your new project you want to utilize Open Access
research data and/or provide open access to your
project data. Who can tell you what data archives are in
use in your field of research?
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10. In your new project you want to utilize Open Access
research data and/or provide open access to your
project data. Who can tell you what data archives are in
use in your field of research?
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10. ... Who can tell you what data archives are in
use in your field of research? (8 comments)
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11. ...who can give advice as to what are the
applicable instructions in University of Helsinki and

how to find them?
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11. ...who can give advice as to what are the
applicable instructions in University of Helsinki and
how to find them?
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11. ...who can give advice as to what are the
applicable instructions in University of
Helsinki and how to find them? (6 comments)
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« Any comments re research data?
(16 comments)

» Some themes:
» Importance of research data

* Need for safe and cost-efficient storage
solutiond

» Lack of money, time and workforce

» Different disciplines have different needs —
huge amounts of data vs. small datasets
with little need for sharing, and everything in
between

HELSINGIN YLIOPISTO
HELSINGFORS UNIVERSITET
UNIVERSITY OF HELSINKI www. helsinki.fi/yliopisto



HELSINGIN YLIOPISTO
HELSINGFORS UNIVERSITET
UNIVERSITY OF HELSINKI



To sum up

« We wanted to map the situation

« We also wanted alert the research community to that
things are moving forward

* The turnout was good
« Colleagues are the no. 1 source, but not sufficient

* The researchers clearly need more RD support, and
more disc storage (both space and options)
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What next?

* More info will be available in Flamma

* More storage space both locally (HU IT Services)
and at CSC/IDA

« The library is planning to be a part of future support
network, in cooperation with IT services and HU
research affairs

« In Kumpula, geosciences will be the starting point
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Thank you!

Contact:
Library: kirjasto-kumpula@helsinki.fi

Physical Sciences: Cva.lsaksson@helsinki.fi

Geosciences: Laur.Bang@helsinki i
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